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The  Offices  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  at  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. — registered  telegraphic 
address,  “  Advantage,  Stock,  London ;  ”  Code,  5th  Edition  A.B.C. ;  tele¬ 
phone  number,  Central  12807.  A  statement  of  the  objects  and  work 
of  the  Branch  will  be  found  on  p.  621. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  Sample  Room  at  the  above  address,  and 
in  particular  to  the  following  samples : — 


Samples. 

Reference  in  “  Board 
of  Tratle  Journal.” 

Date. 

Page. 

Kaolin  from  South  Africa  . 

5th  March,  1914 

605 

Raisins  from  Azerbaijan  (Persia)  . 

609 

Wheat  of  1913-14  Season  from  Western  Australia  . 

2(ith  Feb.,  „ 

553 

Antimony  Ore  and  Regulus  from  Chungking . 

19th  „ 

495 

Trunk  and  Bag  Lining— United  States  Enquiry  . 

»>  >* 

446 

Cast-Iron  Studs — New  Zealand  Contract  Offering  . 

440 

Lithographic  Paper  for  Maps — Egyptian  Contract  offering... 

5th  „  ,, 

.321 

Foreign  Hosiery  and  Overalls  sold  in  South  Africa :  1 
Samples  forwarderl  by  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  ...  J 

29th  Jan.,  „ 

263 

Pencils — Australian  Contract  offering . 

M  n 

251 

Turpentine  Oil  (Unrefined)  and  Soft  Gum  from  Smyrna  ... 

i5th.  ,,  jf 

159 

Leather  Belting — Austrian  enquiry  . 

18th  Dec.,  1913 

619 

Twine  and  Wrapping  Paper — Montreal  enquiry  . 

fith  „  „ 

649 

Foreign  Earthenware,  China  and  Glass  sold  in  South  Africa :  I 
Special  samples  forwarded  by  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  | 

4  th  ,, 

504 

“  Kieselguhr  ”  from  Chile  . 

1?  n 

630 

Vegetable  Wax  from  Bolivia  . 

2()th  Nov.,  „ 

423 

Raw  Fibre  prepared  in  Argentina  from  Flax  Straw,  and 
material  woven  therefrom  . 

6th  ,,  „ 

292 

Attention  is  called  to  the  following  notices : — 
Work  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch 

Page 

621 

Register  of  firms  in  the  United  Kingdom  who  may  desire  to 

receive  Confidential  Information  relative  to  openings  for  trade  580 
List  of  Trade  Commissioners  in  the  Self-Governing  Dominions  621 
List  of  Trade  Enquiry  Offices  in  London  of  the  Self-Governing 

Dominions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  622 

List  of  the  more  important  Articles  on  trade  subjects  contained 
in  Foreign  and  Colonial  Publications,  &c.  received  at  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  ...  ...  ...  ...  617 


OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE. 

BRITISH  INDIA. 

The  Directors  of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Company  are 
prepared  to  receive  tenders,  up  to  11  a.m.  on  12th 
March,  for  the  supply  of  the  following: — tie  bars, 
(jibs  (uul  cotters  ;  steel  rails  and  fishplates  ;  cast  iron 
tank  plates,  t&c. ;  water  cranes,  (&c. ;  brake  rujging  ; 
roofwork  for  boiler  riveting  shop. 

Specifications  and  forms  of  tender  may  be 
obtained  at  the  Company’s  Offices,  48,  Copthall 


Tie  Bars ;  Oibs  ; 
Cotters;  Tank 
Plates;  Water 
Cranes;  Brake 
Rigging ; 
Roofwork. 
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BRITISH  INDIA  — continued. 

Avenue,  London  E.C.,  on  payment  of  a  fee,  which  will  not  be  returned. 
Sealed  tenders,  marked  “  Tender  for  Tie  Bars,  Gibs  and  Cotters,”  or  as 
the  case  may  be,  should  be  enclosed  in  separate  envelopes,  and 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  at  the  above  address. 


Electric  Lighting 
and  Power  Plant. 


CANADA. 

The  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent  at  Toronto  (Mr.  F,  VV.  Field) 
reports  the  incorporation  in  Ontario  of  an  electric 
light  and  pow'er  company  with  a  capital  of 
5,000,000  dols.  (about  £1,027,700). 

An  address  to  which  communications  from  United  Kingdom  firms 
desirous  of  supplying  plant,  &c.  might  be  sent,  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  4,603.) 


The  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent  also  reports  that  a  firm  in  Toronto 
desires  to  obtain  the  representation  of  United 
Wax  Paper.  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  wax  paper.  The  firm 
is  stated  to  be  in  close  touch  with  buyers  of  such 
paper,  especially  the  varieties  used  by  provision  merchants  for 
wrapping  butter,  &c. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  firm  may  be  obtained  by  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  wax  paper  on  application  to  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Intelligence  Branch,  as  above.  Any  further  communications 
regarding  the  enquiry  should  be  addressed  to  the  Imperial  Trade 
Correspondent,  P.O.  Box  176,  Toronto.  (C.I.B.  4,921.) 


! 

I 

I 


The  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent  further  reports  that  two  English 
engineers  in  Toronto  wish  to  represent  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  engineering  goods, 
such  as  steam,  railway  and  electrical  supplies. 
Communications  from  United  Kingdom  manu¬ 
facturers  should  be  addressed  to  the  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent, 
P.O.  Box  176,  Toronto.  (C.I.B.  6,068.) 

^  ^ 


Steam  Railway 
and  Electrical 
Supplies. 


The  following  enquiries  have  been  received  at  the  Offices  of  the  High 
Commissioner  for  Canada,  17,  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W.,  whence  further  information  may  he 
obtained: —  (C.I.B.  4,861.) 

CANADIAN  ENQUIRIES. 


Commercial 

Enquiries. 


A  Toronto  correspondent  wishes  to  secure  the  representation  for 
the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  of  United  Kingdom  manufac¬ 
turers  of  specialities  for  the  grocery,  druggist,  and  ironmongery 
trades ;  also  motor  car  accessories. 

A  Nova  Scotia  salvage  company  makes  enquiry  for  the  names  of 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  nets  used  by  steam  beam  trawlers. 

A  Vancouver  firm  of  manufacturers’  agents  wishes  to  secure  the 
exclusive  agency  for  British  Columbia  of  a  United  Kingdom  manu- 
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CANADA  — continued. 

facturer  of  rolled  iron  and  steel  plates,  sheets,  &c.  for  the  construction 
of  boilers,  storage  tanks,  &c. 

Enquiry  is  made  by  an  agency  firm  at  Vancouver,  B.C.,  for  the 
names  of  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  lap-welded  steel  piping  and 
accessories  for  waterworks  systems,  &c.  The  firm  is  willing  to  take 
up  an  exclusive  agency  in  this  line. 

A  firm  of  manufacturers’  agents  in  British  Columbia  wishes  to 
secure  the  sole  representation  for  that  Province  of  a  first-class  United 
Kingdom  firm  manufacturing  cast-iron  piping  and  accessories  for 
waterworks  systems,  &c. 

Note. — For  further  information  regarding  any  of  the  foregoing 
enquiries,  application  should  be  made  to  the  High  Commissioner  for 
Canada,  17,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W. 

^ 

The  following  commercial  enquiries  have  been  received  at  the 
Canadian  Government  City  Trade  Branch,  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  whence  further  information  may  he  obtained  : — 

(C.I.B.  5.204.) 

HOME  ENOUIRY. 

A  London  firm  wishes  to  get  into  touch  wdth  Canadian  packers  of 
canned  salmon  for  direct  shipment  to  Rangoon. 

CANADIAN  ENftUIRY. 

A  firm  of  general  sales  agents  in  Toronto  reports  a  good  opening 
for  confectionery  and  “  candy  ”  (sweets),  and  invites  correspondence 
from  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  seeking  Canadian  business  who 
are  not  already  represented  in  the  Dominion. 

Note. — For  farther  information  regarding  either  of  the  fore¬ 
going  enquiries,  application  should  be  made  to  the  Canadian  Government 
City  Trade  Branch,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 


AUSTRALIA. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  on  p.  438  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade 
Journal”  of  19th  February  relative  to  a  call  for 
tenders  by  the  Victorian  Department  of  Public 
Works  for  the  supply  of  propelling  machinery,  &c. 
for  a  single-screw  tug,  it  is  notified  that  copies  of 
the  specifications,  plans,  &c.  may  be  obtained  by 
bond-jide  tenderers  from  the  offices  of  the  Consult¬ 
ing  Engineers  to  the  Agent-General  for  Victoria,  Messrs.  John  Coates 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  115,  Victoi’ia  Street,  London,  S.W.  A  preliminary 
deposit  of  A*  100  is  required. 

Tenders  must  be  cabled  to  reach  the  Commissioner  for  Public 
Works,  Melbourne,  Victoria,  not  later  than  noon  on  17th  March. 

A  copy  of  the  specification,  together  with  blue  prints,  may  be  seen 
by  United  Kingdom  marine  engine  makers  at  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  3,697  ;  4,772.) 


Propelling 
Machinery  and 
Accessories  for 
Single-Screw 
Tug, 
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Electrically- 
Controlled  Clocks. 


AUSTRALIA  — cimtinued. 

H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  for  Australia  (Mr.  G.  T.  Milne)  reports 
-  ^  that  tenders  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 

r  ’v .  Geputy  Postmaster-General,  Sydney,  up  to  2.30 

°  P  22nd  April,  for  the  supply  and  delivery 

anne  .  68,000  yds.  of  canvas,  15,000  yds.  of  cotton 

duck  and  6,000  yds.  of  tanned  drill  (Schedule  Xo.  362).  See  Notef. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  on  p.  439  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade 
Journal  ”  of  19th  February  stating  that  tenders 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  up  to 
2.30  p.m.  on  29th  April,  for  the  supply  and  delivery  at  the  Post 
Office,  Newcastle,  N.S.W.,  of  electrically-controlled  clocks  (Schedule 
No.  361),  it  is  notified  that  a  copy  of  the  specification  and  form  of 
tender  has  now  been  received  from  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner.  See 
Note'f. 

Notet. — A  deposit  of  5  pei’  cent,  on  the  first  £1,000,  and  of  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  above  that  sum,  is  required  with  each  tender.  'The 
tenderer,  if  not  resident  in  Australia,  or  if  a  company  registered  outside 
the  Commonwealth,  must  name  an  agent  in  Australia  to  receive  notifi¬ 
cations  of  acceptance  and  other  notices  under  the  contract. 

Copies  of  the  specifications,  conditions  and  forms  of  tender  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  in  London  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Australia,  72,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  where  also 
preliminary  deposits  may  be  paid.  (Copies  of  the  specifications,  &c. 
may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  the  goods 
mentioned  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Bianch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  4,9:54.) 


Contracts  for 
Iron  and  Steel 
Material  and 
Stores  for 
Victorian 
Railways : 
Imports  in  1912-3. 


H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  also  reports  that  tenders  are  invited  b}' 
the  Victorian  Railways  Commissioners  for  the 
supply  of  stores  required  during  the  two  years, 
1st  July,  1914,  to  30th  June,  1916.  The  estimated 
requirements  of  certain  articles  during  the  period 
mentioned  are  as  follows,  the  dates  in  brackets 
being  the  dates  this  year  to  which  tenders*  will  be 
received  : — Files  and  rasps,  £6,000  (11th  March); 
tubes  and  fittings,  £50,000  (18th  March) ;  steel 
castings,  300  tons  (18th  March);  iron,  1,150  tons  (18th  March); 
galvanised  iron,  800  tons  (18th  March);  lead,  200  tons  (18th  March); 
blister,  cast  and  dotible  shear  steel,  1,380  cwts.  (8th  April)  ;  7nild  steel 
plates,  sections,  bars  a7id  rivet  steel  bars,  14,000  tons  (8th  April) ;  mild 
steel— channel  and  fishplate  section,  420  tons  (18th  March);  spring 
steel,  2,750  tons  (8th  April)  ;  steel  blooms  for  locomotive,  straight  car,  and 
wagon  axles,  2,000  tons  (8th  April) ;  steel  blooms  for  built-up  locomo¬ 
tive  crank  axles,  55  tons  (8th  April)  ;  fish  bolt  and  nut  steel,  575  tons 
(11th  March). 


*  It  will  be  observed  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders  is  limited,  and 
therefore  this  intimation  will  be  of  use  only  to  firms  having  agents  in  Australia 
who  can  be  instructed  by  cable. 
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AUSTRALIA  — continued. 

H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  points  out  that  these  stores  are  obtained 
almost  exclusively  from  local  merchants  or  agents,  who  are  required 
to  hold  stocks  and  supply  the  Railways  Commissioners  on  demand. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  the  time  allowed  for  the  receipt  of  tenders 
is  from  four  to  eight  weeks. 

Copies  of  the  specifications  and  forms  of  tender  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Secretary,  Victorian  Railways  Offices,  Spencer 
Street,  Melbourne,  to  which  address  sealed  tenders  should  be  sent. 
Local  re})reseiitation  is  necessanj.  A  preliminary  deposit  is  required  to 
(pialify  any  tender. 

Copies  of  the  specifications,  forms  of  tender,  &c.  may  be  seen  by 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  reports 
that  it  appears  from  a  Return  recently  presented  to  the  Victorian 
Legislative  Assembly  by  the  Railway  Department  that  the  total 
value  of  machiner}^  and  material  imported  for  the  use  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  ended  30th  Jane,  1913,  was  £771,600,  the 
principal  items  being  as  follows: — Rails  and  fishplates,  £111,692; 
tyres,  £63,050;  steel  plates,  £44,725 ;  steel  blooms,  £24,959 ;  steel 
channels  and  joists,  £21,011;  steel  springs,  £15,649;  steel  wheel 
centres,  £16,440  ;  brass  sheets,  tubes,  &c.,  £18,431 ;  lubricating  oils, 
£14,644;  benzine,  turpentine,  &c.,  £22,886;  copper  plates,  sheets, 
tubes,  &c.,  £18,958  ;  canvas  and  canvas  hose,  £20,083. 

(C.T.B.  4,93:^.) 

The  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent  at  Adelaide  (Mr.  J.  K.  Samuel) 

_  ,  ,  .  reports  that  a  fire  occurred  in  a  furniture  factory 

00  wor  mg  ^  town  in  South  Australia  at  the  end  of  1913, 
ac  inery.  plant  was  almost  totally  destroyed.  Pur¬ 

chases  have  been  made  of  the  machinery  urgently  wanted  to  enable 
the  works  to  be  re-started,  but  further  woodworking  machinery  will 
be  required  to  complete  the  e(]uipment  of  the  new  factory. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  company  may  be  obtained  by  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  woodworking  machinery  on  application  to 
the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73, 
Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  4,440.) 


NEW  ZEALAND. 

H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  for  New  Zealand  (Mr.  W.  G.  Wickham) 
has  forwarded  extracts  from  the  local  press,  from  which  the  following 
are  taken  : — 


A  commencement  has  been  made  on  the  drainage  works  and  electric 
^  .  w  V  .  power  schemes  at  Tauranga  which  the 

ramage  or  s,  gQi-ough  Council  of  that  place  are  undertaking 
(see  p.  241  of  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”  of 
31st  July,  1913).  The  total  cost  of  the  public 
works  to  be  undertaken  is  now  stated  at  £37,000.  (C.i.b.  4,4.58a.) 


Electric  Lighting 
and  Power  Plant. 
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Plans  are  now  well  in  hand  for  the  building  of  soapworks  at  Petone, 

-  o  ,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  tenders  will 

Plant  for  Soapworks.  u  4.1  u  j  1 

shortly  be  invited  for  the  work. 

(C.I.B.  4,4.m) 

A  contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  erection  of  cement  works  at 

Cement  Work.  Plant  Whongarei.  at  a  coat  of  £9.123. 

oee  Jyote*.  (C.I.B.  4,45Hrf.) 


The  erection  of  freezing  works  at  Whakatu  for  a  meat  company  is  to 
_  -  .  ..  be  undertaken  by  a  Napier  firm,  to  whom  the 

®  contract  has  been  awarded  at  the  price  of  £30,150. 

’  See  Note*.  (C.I.B.  4,458f.) 


A  steamship  company  has  invited  tenders  for  the  construction  of  two 

,  .  .  high-class  passenger  steamers,  one  520  ft.  and 

AccMSone.  for 

_  of  tenders  has  now  passed.  It  is  understood 

ons  rue  ion.  alternative  tenders  have  been  asked  for 

geared  turbines,  combination  engines  and  ordinary  reciprocating 
engines.  See  Note*.  (C.I.B.  4,458/.) 


Note*. — The  names  of  the  successful  contractors  for  the  erection  of 
the  cement  works  and  freezing  works,  and  the  name  of  the  steamship 
company  above  referred  to,  may  be  obtained  by  United  Kingdom  manu¬ 
facturers  desirous  of  supplying  plant,  &c.  on  application  to  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  also  reports  that  he  has  received  the 
following  enquires  from  firms  in  the  Dominion : — 

A  firm  of  general  agents  and  produce  brokers  in  Auckland  wishes 
to  represent  United  Kingdom  exporters  of 
grass  seed,  second-hand  sacks,  and  sardines  aiul 
other  tinned  fish.  See  Notef. 


Grass  Seed ; 
Second-hand  Sacks ; 
Tinned  Fish. 


A  manufacturers’  agent  at  Christchurch,  covering  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand,  desires  to  secure  the  agency  of 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  white 
canvas  foot-wear,  and  also  collars  and  shirts, 
and  haberdashery  and  mercery  goods.  See 
Note  f. 


Canvas  Foot-wear; 
Collars  and  Shirts; 
Haberdashery  and 
Mercery. 


Note  t. — The  names  and  addresses  of  the  above  two  enquirers  may 
be  obtained  by  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  the 
goods  mentioned  on  application  to  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Any  further  communications  regarding  the  enquiries  should  be 
addressed  to  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner,  P.O.  Box  369,  Wellington, 
New  Zealand.  (C.i.r.  4,930.) 
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Electrically- 

Driven 

Ambulances. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 

The  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
notified  that  tenders  are  invited  by  the  Durban 
Corporation  for  the  supply  and  deliveiy  of  two 
electrically-propelled  aluminium-lined  ambulances 
for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  and  accidents. 
Copies  of  the  specification  and  all  furfher  particulars  can  be 
obtained  from  the  London  Agents  of  the  Durban  Corporation,  Messrs. 
Webster,  Steel  &  Co..  5,  East  India  Avenue,  Leadenhall  Street, 
London,  E.C.  I’roposals  are  to  be  submitted  to  Messrs.  Webster, 
Steel  &  Co.,  at  the  above  addi’ess,  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  copy  of  the  specification  may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom 
ambulance  builders  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  4,730.) 

H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  for  South  Africa  (Sir  R.  Sothern  Holland) 
-  .  .  _  reports  that  tenders  are  invited  by  the  South 

African  Railways  Administration  for  the  purchase 
e  as  an  22,900  tons  of  scrap  metals  and  sundry 

^  machinery. 

Copies  of  the  conditions  and  form  of  tender,  containing  a  list  of 
the  goods  for  sale,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Tender 
Board,  S.A.R.  Headquarter  Offices,  Johannesburg.  Sealed  tenders, 
on  the  proper  form,  and  accompanied  hij  a  de^mit  of  2^  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  the  offer,  will  be  received,  up  to  noon  on  Kith  March,*  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Tender  Board,  as  above. 

A  copy  of  the  conditions  and  form  of  tender,  and  a  list  of  the 
goods  to  be  sold,  may  be  seeii  by  firms  in  tiie  United  Kingdom  at  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch,  as  above.  (C.I.B.  .5,180.) 

H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  also  re2X)rts  that,  according  to  the  “  Orange 
Free  State  Provincial  Gazette  ”  of  30th  January, 
the  Harrismith  Town  Council  is  taking  steps  to 
raise  a  loan  of  £10.000,  to  include  £6,500  for  gas- 
engine  plant  and  £2,750  for  an  additional  waier- 

(C.l.B.  4, .5.52.) 

With  reference  to  the  notice  on  p.  443  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade 
Journal  ”  of  21st  August,  1913,  relative  to 
a  2iroposed  loan  of  £960,000  for  public 
works  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Town  Council 
of  Durban,  the  Imperial  Trade  Correspon- 
dentatthat  city  (Mr.  A.  D.C.Agnew) reports 
that  the  expenditure  of  £388,775  out  of 
loan  funds  has  been  approved  for  the 
current  financial  year,  including  : — 


Gas-Engine 
Plant ; 
Water  Pipes. 


main. 


Material  for  Drainage, 
Sewerage  and  Water 
Works ;  Equipment  for 
Abattoir,  Hospital,  , 
Tramways,  Telephones, 
&c. 


Hanleninf^  of  road.s  ... 

M  unicipai  abattoir  ... 
Infectious  diseases  hospital 
S torn. -water  drainage 
Sewerage  . 


£ 

2.5,000 
.30,000 
10.000 
38  3.57 
10,881 


Waterworks . 

Tramways  construction 
Telephone  construction 
New  Town  Hall 
Electrical  work 


£ 

21,881 
37.234 
24,798 
4,980 
37,873 
(C.I.B.  4, .560.) 


*  It  will  be  observed  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders  is  limited,  and 
therefore  this  intimation  will  be  of  use  only  to  firms  having  agents  in  South  Africa, 
who  can  be  instructed  by  cable. 
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FEDERATED 

fiailway  Material ;  q 
TT  1.  TTT  notice  on  p.  o04. 

Harbour  Works.  ^ 


MALAY  STATES. 


RUSSIA. 

H.M.  Embassy  at  St.  Petersburg  reports  that,  according  to  the 
“  Pravitelstvennei  Vyestnik  ”  of  11th  February,  the 
Dredgers.  Russian  Minister  for  Commerce  and  Industry  has 
consented  to  the  placing  abroad  of  orders  for  the 
following  dredgers  required  by  the  Ministry  for  Ways  of  Communica¬ 
tion,  viz  : — A  single  dredger  and  plant  for  work  in  connection  with 
the  removal  of  shallows  in  rivers ;  four  dredgers  for  the  rivers 
Western  Bug,  Luga  and  Schartz,  and  for  the  Dnieper-Bug  Canal; 
and  two  suction  dredgers  for  the  lock  portion  of  the  rivers  Oka  and 
Northern  Donetz,  (C.I.B.  4,759.) 

NORWAY. 

H.M.  Consul  at  Christiania  (Mr.  E.  F.  Gray)  reports  that  tenders 
are  invited  by  the  Norwegian  State  Railways 
Coal.  Authorities  for  the  supply  of  140,000  tons  of 

best  quality  locomotive  coal  (Shireoak,  Langwith, 
Lambton,  Hetton,  Sherwood,  &c.)  for  delivery  at  various  Norwegian 
ports  up  to  31st  March,  1915. 

Copies  of  the  specifications,  conditions,  &c.  may  be  obtained  from 
“  Hovedstyrets  (Maskindirektorens)  kontor,  Statsbanerne,”  Christiania. 
No  special  form  of  tender  is  required,  but  local  representation  by  a 
resident  agent  (not  necessarily  a  Norwegian)  is  essential. 

Sealed  tenders,  marked  “  Lokomotivkul,”  will  be  received,  up  to 
11  a.m.  on  14th  March,  at  the  above  address. 

A  copy  of  the  specification  and  conditions  of  contract  may  be  seen 
by  firms  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C, 

(C.I.B.  4,740.) 

H.M.  Consul  also  reports  that  tendei’s*  are  invited  by  the  Norwegian 
.  State  Railways  Authorities  for  the  supply  ofgalvanr- 

ised  fence  wire,  fence  netting,  hurdles  and  iron  fence 

Material. 

For  copies  of  the  specifications  and  draw  ings  application  should  be 
made  to  “  Hovedstyrets  kontor  for  Baneanliggender,  Statsbanerne,” 
Christiania. 

Sealed  tenders,  marked  “  Anbud  paa  Gjaerdematerialer  av  jern,” 
will  be  received  at  the  above  address  up  to  3  p.m,  on  20th  March.  No 
special  form  of  tender  is  required,  hnt  local  rep'esentation  by  a  resident 
agent  {not  necessarily  a  Norwegian)  is  essential. 

A  copy  of  the  specification  and  conditions  of  tender  (in  Norwegian), 
together  with  blue  prints,  may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  manu¬ 
facturers  of  fencing  material  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch, 
as  above. _ b  6,099.) 

•  It  should  be  noted  that  in  all  Norweirian  Government  contracts  a  preference  of 
from  10  to  15  per  cent,  (sometimes  more)  is  given  to  Norwegian  manufacturers. 
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NORWAY  — continued. 


Electric  Power  Plant  and 
Material ;  Harbour  Works,  &c. 


See  notice  on  p.  610. 


BELGIUM. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Antwerp  (Sir  E.  C.  Hertslet)  reports  that 
Carts  for  tenders  will  be  received,  up  to  12th  March,  by  the 
_  .  Q  .  Municipal  Authorities  of  that  city  for  the  supply 

am  ry  ervice.  following  rolling  stock  required  for  the 

Sanitary  Service,  viz.  (1)  7  dust  carts,  (2)  14  mud  carts,  (3)  24  small 
two-wheeled  carts,  and  (4)  2  carts  for  collectinri  broken  bottles. 

Tenders  must  be  sent  in  sealed  envelopes,  by  registered  post,  to 
the  Burgomaster,  H6tel-de-Ville,  Antwerp,  and  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  deposit  of  SOO/rs.  (£20)  in  the  case  of  (1)  ;  1,000  frs.  (£40)  for 
(2);  1,200 /rs.  (£48)  for  (3)  ;  and  200  frs.  (£8)  for  (4). 

The  cahier  des  charges  may  be  obtained,  price  50  centimes  (5d.) 
each,  at  the  H6tel-de-Ville,  Antwerp.  A  copy  (in  French)  may  be 
seen  by  United  Kingdom  builders  of  sanitary  carts  at  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  5,238.) 


FRANCE. 


The  Acting  British  Consul  at  Rouen  (Mr.  E.  W.  Tayler)  reports  that 
P  .,  Q.  , .  a  contract  has  been  placed  for  the  re-building  of 
1  way  a  ion  Verte  ”  State  Railway  station  at  Rouen, 

at  an  estimated  cost  of  2,230,830  frs.  (about 


Equipment. 


£89,230). 

The  name  and  address  of  the  contractor  maybe  obtained  by  United 
Kingdom  firms  desirous  of  supplying  plant  or  material  on  application 
to  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73, 
Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  5,072.) 


Railway 

Material. 


SWITZERLAND. 

The  “  Feuille  Fed6rale  Suisse  ”  of  25th  February  contains  the  text 
of  an  eighty  years'  concession,  which  has  been 
awarded  to  MM.  Paul  Frochaux,  Charles  Veillard, 
Casimir  Gicot  and  Albin  Beyeler,  for  the  con¬ 
struction  and  working  of  a  railway  line,  the  motive  power  to  be  either 
electricity  or  steam,  from  Cerlier  (Erlach)  to  Landeron,  and  from 
Landeron  to  Prdles  vid  Ligni6res,  Nods  and  Diesse.  The  line,  which 
is  to  be  single-track  and  to  have  a  gauge  of  1  metre,  has  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  finished  and  ready  for  working  within  two  years  from  the  date 
of  commencement  of  the  work.  The  cost  of  construction,  organisa¬ 
tion,  administration,  &c.  is  estimated  at  1,750,000  francs  (£70,000). 


ITALY. 

The  following  enquiries  are  taken  from  the  January  issue  of  the 
Bulletin  of  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce 


Commercial  Enquiriea 


for  Italy.  {8ee  Note  on  next  page) : — 
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ITALY  — continued. 

A  Naples  firm  makes  enquiry  for  the  names  of  United  Kingdom 
makers  of  zinc  plates  for  boilers,  steel  tube  brushes,  shovels,  pulley 
blocks,  and  ship’s  lamps. 

A  firm  at  Florence  wishes  to  get  into  communication  with  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  Thomas  phosphates. 

The  representation  in  Italy  of  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of 
cloth  for  men’s  wear,  Nottingham  laces,  ready-made  waterproofs,  &c., 
is  desired  by  an  agent  at  Florence. 

Agencies  on  behalf  of  United  Kingdom  firms  for  chemical  products, 
coal,  &c.,  are  desired  by  an  agent  at  Kezzonico  (Lake  of  Como). 

A  Genoa  agent  states  that  he  w’ould  take  energetic  measures  to 
push  the  sale  of  novelties  for  office  use  of  United  Kingdom  manufac¬ 
ture. 

The  representation  of  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  specialities 
and  new  inventions  of  all  kinds  is  desired  by  an  agent  at  Rome  ;  he 
also  wishes  to  secure  general  agencies. 

Another  Rome  agent  seeks  the  representation  of  United  Kingdom 
manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  drapery,  hosiery,  shirts,  &c. 

An  agent  at  Ancona  is  willing  to  represent  United  Kingdom 
manufacturers  of  woollen  and  cotton  articles,  especially  prints. 

A  firm  at  Ancona  wishes  to  take  up  agencies  on  behalf  of  United 
Kingdom  firms  for  preserved  meats  and  provisions,  and  also  sulphate 
of  copper. 

Note. — Communications  regarding  any  of  the  foregoing  enquiries 
should  be  addressed  by  manufacturers  and  exporters  in  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  Secretary,  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  Italy, 
1,  Via  Innocenzo  Frugoni,  Genoa. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

H.M.  Consul  at  Vienna  (Mr.  0.  S.  Philpotts)  reports  that  the  Austrian 
Ministry  of  War  is  offering  a  prize  of  50,000  kr. 
(about  £2,080)  for  the  invention  of  an  elastic  non- 
rubber  tyre  for  motor  lorries.  Besides  the  specific 
attributes  of  pure  rubber,  such  as  elasticity  and 
adhesiveness,  the  new  material  must  possess  either 
essentially  greater  durability,  or  it  must  have  in  addition  to  equal 
durability  the  attribute  of  essentially  smaller  cost  of  manufacture 
than  rubber  tyres,  thereby  reducing  the  expense  of  running  motor 
lorries.  It  should  be  noted  that  such  devices  as  spring  wheels  will 
not  be  accepted,  and  that  the  prize  will  only  be  awarded  to  a  tyre 
of  some  new'  material. 

Competitors  must  furnish  a  description  and  a  drawing  of  their 
article,  together  with  a  model  tyre  of  natural  or  reduced  size,  to  the 
“  Automobil-Versuchsabteilung,  VI.  Gumpendorferstrasse  1,”  Vienna, 
not  later  than  30th  June. 

Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  on  application,  in  German, 
to  the  “  K.  K.  Kriegsministerium,”  Vienna. 

A  copy  of  the  conditions  (in  German)  of  the  competition  may  be 
seen  by  United  Kingdom  firms  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

(.C.I.B.  6,067.) 


Competition  of 
Non-Rubber 
Automobile 
Tyres. 
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GREECE  (NEW  TERRITORIES). 


Town  Planning  and 
Drainage  Schemes. 


See  notice  on  p.  584. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Chicago  (Mr.  H.  D.  Nugent)  reports  that  an 
,  agent  in  that  city  wishes  to  get  into  touch  with 

W^llenRece  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  and  shippers  of 

,  cotton  and  woollen  piece  goods,  such  as  worsted 

dress  goods,  novelty  cotton  dress  goods,  Scotch 
icoollens,  dec.,  with  a  view  to  acting  as  representative  on  a  commission 
basis. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  enquirer  may  be  obtained  by  United 
Kingdom  textile  manufacturers  and  shippers  on  application  to  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basing- 
hall  Street,  London,  E.C.  Any  further  communications  regarding 
the  enquiry  should  be  addressed  to  the  British  Consulate-General, 
Chicago.  (C.I.B.  6,0S4.) 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  (PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS). 
Timber-felling  Plant,  &c.  See  notice  on  p.  609. 


MEXICO. 

The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Mazatlan  (Mr.  G.  E.  S.  Watson)  reports 
that  a  firm  in  that  town  contemplates  the  establish- 
Grinding  Mills.  ment  locally  of  a  number  of  electrically-driven 
mills  for  grinding  maize,  coffee,  barley  and  salt, 
and  would  like  to  receive  catalogues  from  United  Kingdom  manu¬ 
facturers  of  such  mills. 

The  name  of  the  firm  may  be  obtained  by  United  Kingdom 
manufacturers  of  grinding  mills  on  application  to  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C.  Any  further  communications  should  be  addressed  to 
the  British  Vice-Consulate,  Mazatlan,  Sinaloa,  Mexico.  (C.i.B.  4,722.) 


COSTA  RICA. 

H.M.  Consul  at  San  Jose  (Mr.  F.  N.  Cox)  reports  the  publication  in 
the  “  Gaceta  ”  (San  Jose)  of  5th  February  of  a 
„  .  ^  contract  entered  into  between  the  Governor  of  the 

a  eria  .  Province  of  Limon  and  Messrs.  R,  M.  Fernandez 
and  T.  Mangel,  both  of  Limon,  for  the  construction  of  a  tramway  in 
the  latter  town.  The  motive  power  is  to  be  either  petrol,  com¬ 
pressed  air,  or  electricity,  and  the  gauge  either  75  or  90  centimetres 
(about  2  ft.  5^  ins.  or  2  ft.  Ilyins.).  The  tramway  is  to  extend 
beyond  the  town  to  Cieneguita,  a  distance  of  1^  miles.  (C.I.B.  4,738.) 
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Railway  Car¬ 
riages  and  Spare 
Parts. 


SIAM. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Bangkok  (Mr.  T.  H.  Lyle)  reports  that 
tenders  are  invited  by  the  Siamese  Southern 
Railway  Dey)artment  for  the  supply  of  bogie 
carriages  and  spare  parts. 

Specifications  and  forms  of  tender  may  be 
obtained*  from  the  offices  of  the  Southern  Railway  in  Bangkok,  on 
payment  of  a  sum  of  13  ticals  (£1),  which  will  not  be  returned. 

Sealed  tenders,  marked  “  Tender  for  Bogie  Carriages,”  will  be 
received,  up  to  10  a.m.  on  22nd  May,  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Sinclair,  Acting 
Controlling  Engineer,  Royal  Siamese  State  Railways,  Bangkok. 

Prices  are  to  be  given  in  £  sterling  c.i.f.  delivered  into  lighters  in 
the  roads  at  Senggora,  and  also  f.o.b.  at  the  port  of  shipment. 

Copies  of  the  specifications  and  conditions,  together  with  drawings, 
may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  railway  carriages, 
&c.  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  4,S44.) 


OPENINGS  IN  ALL  COUNTRIES. 

Confidential  Information. 

Firms  in  the  United  Kingdom  desirous  of  receiving  confidential 
information  as  to  opportunities  for  the  extension  abroad  of  those 
branches  of  trade  in  which  they  are  specially  interested,  and  as  to 
other  connected  matters,  may,  upon  application,  have  their  names 
placed  on  a  Special  Register  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch 
of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  confidential  information  communicated  to  firms  so  registered 
relates  mainly  to  openings  for  British  trade  abroad,  and  is  received 
from  His  Majesty’s  Consular  Officers  in  Foreign  Countries,  from 
His  Majesty’s  Trade  Commissioners  and  the  Imperial  Trade  Corres¬ 
pondents  in  the  British  Dominions,  and  from  the  Board  of  Trade 
Correspondents  in  the  Crown  Colonies,  supplemented  by  information 
from  other  sources  available  to  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch. 

Firms  inscribed  on  the  Register  may  indicate  the  particular  lines 
of  trade  to  which  the  information  to  be  sent  to  them  should  relate, 
and  a  classified  list  of  subjects  is  sent  to  all  applicants  for  registration 
wdth  this  object.  During  1913,  1,048  separate  circulars  were  issued 
(to  the  number  of  170,869  copies)  to  firms  on  the  Special  Register 
interested  in  the  particular  branches  of  trade  to  which  the  circulars 
related. 

The  great  volume  of  information  distributed  under  this  system  has 
rendered  it  necessary  to  make  a  small  charge  for  the  service  which 
includes  the  regular  supply  of  the  weekly  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal," 
and  accordingly  firms  whose  names  are  inscribed  on  the  Register  are 


*  It  will  be  observed  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders  is  limited,  and 
this  intimation  therefore  will  be  of  use  only  to  firms  having  agents  in  Siam  who  can 
be  instructed  by  cable. 
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required  to  pay  an  annual  fee  of  One  Guinea  to  the  Accountant- 
General  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whitehall  Gardens,  London,  S.W. 

The  “  Journal  ”  itself  contains  a  large  amount  of  information  as  to 
openings  for  British  trade  abroad  and  as  to  other  matters  of  interest 
to  British  traders  generally.  Information  published  in  it  is  not 
repeated  by  circular  to  firms  whose  names  are  on  the  Special 
Register ;  the  confidential  information  communicated  to  the  latter  is 
confined  to  matters  which,  at  the  time,  have  not  been  published  in 
the  “  Journal,”  or  are  not  intended  to  be  published  at  all. 

Firms  in  the  United  Kingdom  who  wish  to  have  their  names 
inscribed  on  the  Special  Register  should  apply  in  writing  to  the 
Director  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.,  for  the  necessary  form  of 
application. 

N.B. — Admission  to  the  Register,  and  retention  upon  it,  are  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED  KINGDOM. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  been  notified  of  an  International  Aero, 
Motor  Boat,  Marine  and  Stationary  Engine  Exhi¬ 
bition  to  be  held  at  Olympia  from  16th  to  25th 
March,  under  the  management  of  the  Society 
of  Motor  Manufacturers  and  Traders,  Limited. 
Exhibits  will  be  divided  into  the  following 
sections : — 

(a)  Aeroplanes  and  hydro-aeroplanes ;  (6)  motor 
craft;  (c)  aero,  marine  and  stationary  engines;  (d)  accessories,  com¬ 
ponents,  and  models  for  sale.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Exhibition  Manager,  Society  of  Motor  Manufacturers  and 
Traders,  Maxwell  House,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  W.C. 

Notification  has  been  received  of  a  National  Trades’  Exhibition  to 
National  Trades’  ^  Hall,  Birmingham,  from 


International 
Aero,  Motor  Boat, 
Marine  and 
Stationary  Engine 
Exhibition  in 
London,  1914. 


Exhibition  at 
Birmingham. 


Victoria  Square,  Birmingham. 


23rd  March  to  30th  May,  1914.  Further  par¬ 
ticulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  General 
Manager,  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  at  Winchester  House, 


(C.  9.52.) 


GERMAN  SOUTH-WEST  AFRICA. 

H.M.  Consul  at  Luderitzbucht  (Mr.  E.  H.  W.  Muller)  has  for¬ 
warded  particulars  of  the  International  Agricul¬ 
tural  Show  at  Windhuk  (see  notice  on  p.  522  of 
the  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ”  of  29th  August, 
1912),  which  is  to  be  opened  on  29th  May,  1914. 
Exhibits  will  be  divided  into  the  following  categories  :  — 

1.  Animals  and  birds  (domesticated). 

2.  Agriculture  and  farm  products,  e.g.,  wool,  ostrich  feathers, 
butter,  cheese,  &c. ;  products  of  arable  land  and  gardens,  e.g.^ 
tobacco,  wdne,  fruit,  hay,  potatoes,  regetables,  &c. 


Agricultural 
Show  at 
Windhuk,  1914. 
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GERMAN  SOUTH-WEST  A.FRIC ^.-continued. 

3.  Farm  industries,  e.g.,  cart-building,  cabinet  work,  smith’s  work, 
saddlery,  cement  and  tile  making,  distilling,  brewing,  mining,  irriga¬ 
tion  and  engineering. 

4.  Schools,  missions,  &c. ;  hygiene,  medicine  and  veterinary 
surgery ;  Surveying  instruments  ;  Transport ;  Painting  and  photo¬ 
graphy  ;  building  ;  literature  and  printing. 

A  few  copies  of  the  regulations  (in  German)  have  been  received 
from  H.M.  Consul  and  may  be  obtained  by  United  Kingdom  hrras 
interested  on  application  to  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

(C.I.B.  2,80f..) 

In  reference  to  the  foregoing,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that,  although 
there  is  not  time  for  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  to  take  any 
action  as  regards  the  actual  exhibition  of  machinery,  &c.,  yet  there 
is  time  for  them  to  visit  the  Show,  and  in  the  opinion  of  H.M.  Consul 
this  Agricultural  Show  wdll  offer  a  unique  opportunity  for  coming 
into  contact  with  the  merchants,  farmers  and  mining  groups  in 
German  South-West  Africa,  following  as  it  does  closely  upon  the 
session  of  the  Landesrat,  when  the  Government  plans  for  the 
development  of  the  country  will  be  the  general  subject  of  con¬ 
versation.  Another  Show  on  the  same  scale  will  not  be  organised 
for  some  years,  and  by  that  time  the  impetus  towards  development, 
which  revenue  surpluses  are  giving,  will  have  subsided  or  settled 
into  a  groove.  Mr.  Muller  adds  that  development  in  German  South- 
West  Africa  is  impossible  without  a  large  capital  outlay  on  agri¬ 
cultural  and  mining  machinery,  fencing  and  building  material. 

(C.  1,2<!0.) 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

Particulars  have  been  received,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  from 
H.M.  Consul-General  at  Budapest  (Mr.  W.  G. 
Max  Muller,  C.B.),  of  an  International  Exhibition 
of  Machinery  and  Appliances  for  Viticulture  and 
Wine  Cellars,  to  be  held  at  that  city  from  23rd 
May  to  6th  July  next.  The  Exhibition  is  being 
organised  by  the  Budapest  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Hungarian  Agricultural  Association,  the  Royal  Hungarian  Com¬ 
mercial  Museum  and  other  societies,  under  the  protection  of  the 
Ministers  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

Applications  for  space  should  be  made  by  15th  March,  on  forms  to 
be  obtained  from  the  offices  of  the  Exhibition,  at  33,  Gyar  Utca, 
Budapest. 

A  copy  of  the  regulations  and  classification  (in  French)  may  be  seen 
by  United  Kingdom  firms  interested  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C., 
or  at  the  Exhibitions  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Queen  Anne’s 
Chambers,  Broadway,  Westminster,  London,  S.W.  (Hx.  1,451,) 


Exhibition  of 
Machinery  and 
Appliances  for 
Viticulture  and 
Wine-Cellars. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM  TRADE  WITH  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Visit  of  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner. 

In  accordance  with  the  practice  that  has  been  established  for 
H.M.  Trade  Commissioners  in  the  several  Dominions  to  visit  this 
country  officially  from  time  to  time,  so  that  manufacturers  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  consulting  them  on  any  matters  connected  with 
their  business  or  of  obtaining  information  as  to  the  possibilities  of 
extending  their  trade,  it  has  been  arranged  that  H.M.  Trade 
Commissioner  for  New  Zealand  (Mr.  W.  G.  Wickham)  shall  come  to 
this  country,  and  he  is  now  on  the  way. 

Mr.  Wickham  will  attend  Grst  at  the  offices  of  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  order  to  meet  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  those  firms  who  may  be  able  to  see  him  in  London, 
and  afterw'ards  he  wdll  visit  such  trade  and  industrial  centres  in 
the  provinces  as  it  may  appear  most  advantageous  to  visit  in  view 
of  applications  that  may  be  received  from  firms  in  or  near  those 
centres  and  from  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

He  is  expected  to  arrive  in  a  week  or  tw'o,  but  in  order 
that  appointments  may  be  satisfactorily  arranged,  firms  who  may 
desire  to  see  him  are  requested  to  make  their  applications  as  soon 
as  possible.  Such  applications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Director, 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

One  of  the  principal  duties  of  His  Majesty’s  Trade  Commissioners 
is  to  report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  promptly,  and  if  possible  in 
advance,  any  opportunities  which  may  arise  in  the  Dominions  in  the 
form  of  contracts  open  to  tender,  or  in  any  other  way  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  British  trade.  The  Commissioners  also  report  to  the  Board 
periodically  on  the  nature  aud  extent  of  foreign  competition  and  other 
matters  of  commercial  interest,  including  changes  in  Customs  duties 
and  regulations,  financial  and  trade  conditions,  changes  in  regard  to 
means  of  transport,  and  legislation  affecting  trade  and  commerce ; 
and  they  furnish  periodically  lists  of  probable  buyers  of  European 
goods  in  the  Dominions.  A  good  deal  of  the  information  so 
furnished  is  published  by  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  in  the 
“  Board  of  Trade  Journal,”  some  is  communicated  to  Chambers  of 
Commerce  likely  to  be  specially  interested  and  to  those  United 
Kingdom  firms  whose  names  are  inscribed  in  the  Special  Register  of 
the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  (see  notice  on  p.  580),  and  some 
— e.(j.,  lists  of  names  of  traders  at  particular  places,  detailed  Customs 
regulations  affecting  particular  matters,  and  similar  information  of 
limited  interest — is  filed  at  the  Intelligence  Branch  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  persons  interested  who  apply,  either  personally  or  by  letter. 

The  Trade  Commissioners  also  reply  to  all  enquiries  which  may  be 
addressed  to  them  by  British  merchants  and  manufacturers,  but 
it  is  generally  desirable  that  enquiries  should  be  made  first  of  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch,  which  is  often  in  possession  of  the 
information  sought  and  is  thus  in  a  position  to  save  the  enquirer 
much  delay. 
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BRITISH  VICE-CONSULATE  CLOSED  AT  SARAGOSSA, 

SPAIN. 

The  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
notified  by  the  Foreign  Office  that  the  British  Vice-Consulate  at 
Saragossa,  Spain,  has  been  closed.  (C.  1,777.) 


REPORTS  ON  OIL-SEEDS,  OILS,  FATS  AND  WAXES. 

The  fifth  of  the  series  of  selected  reports  from  the  Scientific  and 
Technical  Department  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  which  has  just  been 
issued  {Colonial  Reports,  Miscellaneom  Series,  No.  88),  contains  a 
selection  of  reports  on  oil-seeds,  fixed  oils,  fats  and  waxes  of 
vegetable  or  animal  origin  ;  essential  oils  (volatile  oils)  are  to  be  dealt 
with  in  a  separate  part. 

The  reports  deal  with  oil-seeds,  oils,  fats  and  waxes  submitted  to 
the  Imperial  Institute  by  Colonial,  Indian  and  other  Governments 
for  analysis  and  report.  The  examinations  were  caiTied  out  with  a 
view  either  to  ascertaining  the  essential  identity  of  the  material  with 
a  known  commercial  pr^uct,  or  to  determining  the  nature  of  the 
product  so  as  to  find  what  industrial  use  it  may  have,  and  con¬ 
sequently  what  its  commercial  value  may  be. 

Copies  of  the  Report  may  be  obtained,  price  8^d.  (post  free  ll^d.), 
either  directly  or  through  any  bookseller,  from  Messrs.  Wyman  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. ;  or  H.M.  Stationery  Office 
(Scottish  Branch),  23,  Forth  Street,  Edinburgh ;  or  Messrs. 
E.  Ponsonby,  Ltd.,  116,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


TRADE  CONDITIONS  IN  CERTAIN  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

GENERAL. 

China  (Leased  Territory  of  Eiaochow). — The  “  Borsen  Zeitung  ” 
(Berlin)  of  2l8t  February  contains  a  report  by  the  Imperial  Marine 
Board  at  Kiaochow'  on  the  development  of  that  district.  Business  is 
making  satisfactory  progress  in  this  German  Protectorate,  and  during 
1913  steps  w'ere  taken  to  ensure  further  development  in  quite  new' 
directions.  According  to  the  newly-plannedrailways,  the  southern  Shan¬ 
tung  line  is  to  branch  off  to  the  south  from  the  Tsingtau-Tsinanfu  line 
at  Kaumi,  and  continue  via  Itschoufu  to  Hantsclnvan,  where  it  w'ill 
effect  a  further  connection  between  Tsingtau  and  the  Tientsin-Pukow 
line,  and  at  the  same  time  meet  the  Grand  Canal.  This  projected  line 
will  open  up  the  rich  southern  portion  of  the  Province  of  Shantung  to 
the  port  of  Tsingtau.  When  the  Western  Shantung  line  is  ready, 
direct  communication  will  be  established  betw'een  Tsingtau  and  the 
Peking-Hankow  line.  These  tw’o  railways  will  therefore  contribute 
towards  bringing  the  German  Protectorate  of  Kiaochow'  into  much 
closer  industrial  relations  with  distant  commercial  districts  of  China. 

Greece  (New  Territories). — The  Acting  British  Consul-General  at 
Salonica  (Mr.  J.  Morgan)  w'rites,  under  date  16th  February,  that 
there  is  at  present  very  little  capital  in  the  new  territories  of  Greece ; 
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small  works  may  be  started  with  local  capital,  but  all  enterprises  on 
a  large  scale  will  have  to  be  undertaken  by  foreign  firms  or  financed 
by  foreign  capital.  Speaking  genei’ally,  a  greater  rate  of  progress  in 
commerce  and  industry  than  formerly  may  be  expected,  but  hardly 
in  the  near  future. 

At  present  the  only  large  enterprises  that  may  be  taken  up  are  the 
questions  of  planning  and  building  the  towns  destroyed  during  the  war, 
the  confining  of  the  Vardon  River  within  fixed  channels,  and  the 
draining  of  the  Yenidje  plain.  Of  these,  the  one  likely  to  be  first 
undertaken  is  the  reconstruction  of  Serres,  which  the  Government  is 
resolved  to  lay  out  as  a  modern  town  with  wide  streets  and  squares. 

(C.I.B.  4,225.) 

^  ^ 

Greece  (Salonica). — According  to  the  “  Handelsmuseum  ”  (Vienna) 
of  12th  February,  the  year  1914  opened  at  Salonica  with  complete 
quietness  in  business.  The  first  month  of  the  year  is  usually  rather 
dull,  but  it  was  accentuated  this  year  by  the  increase  of  the  customs 
duties,  some  of  which  are  exceptionally  high.  This  has  disturbed 
Salonica’s  trade  considerably,  and  needless  to  say,  many  complaints 
are  now  being  made  in  business  circles,  and  customers  are  showing 
little  inclination  to  buy.  A  great  number  of  articles  have  had 
specific  duties  put  on  them,  and  so  customers  are  leaving  them  in  the 
bonded  warehouses,  for  they  know,  firstly,  that  as  no  credit  is  being 
allowed,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  raise  the  necessary  sums  to 
obtain  the  goods  from  the  customs  authorities,  and  secondly  that  it 
would  be  no  easy  thing  to  dispose  of  them  at  the  higher  prices 
caused  by  the  increased  duties.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  new 
duties,  the  customs  officials  have  created  difficulties  with  regard  to 
the  delivery  of  goods,  and  for  several  days  have  even  refused  to  carry 
out  any  transactions.  During  this  time  several  ships  have  been 
coming  into  harbour  laden  wdth  fresh  goods,  with  the  result  that  the 
warehouses  are  so  crowded  that  clearance  will  not  be  effected  for  15 
to  30  days.  Meanwhile  there  is  great  confusion  in  the  Custom¬ 
house. 

IRON  AND  STEEL. 

Belgium. — The  “  Borsen  Zeitung  ”  (Berlin)  of  23rd  February  states 
that  in  the  Belgian  iron  industry  German  competition  has  become 
much  keener  with  the  result  that  former  prices  are  only  being 
maintained  with  some  difficulty.  Long  date  orders  still  keep 
coming  in,  but  producers  are  unwilling  to  bind  themselves  for 
more  than  the  first  half  of  the  year ;  on  the  other  hand,  very 
few  orders  for  immediate  delivery  are  being  received.  The 
sheet-iron  market  shows  no  signs  of  a  revival.  The  export  trade  in 
bar-iron  is  developing,  but  at  unchanged  prices  ;  the  demand,  though 
normal,  is  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  works. 
Business  in  hoop-iron  is  somew'hat  brisker.  In  girders  only 
absolutely  necessary  supplies  are  being  delivered.  Pig-iron  is 
relatively  firm,  whilst  half-finished  products  are  being  hard  hit  by 
French  competition.  The  whole  of  Belgian  industrial  life,  and 
particularly  the  iron  and  coal  markets,  is  being  greatly  disturbed 
by  unsteadiness  in  railw'ay  and  traffic  conditions. 
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Luxemburg. — According  to  the  “  Frankfurter  Zeitung  ”  of  24th 
February,  the  conditions  of  the  Luxemburg  iron  market  have 
latel}’’  altered  very  little,  and  trade,  though  not  regular,  cannot 
he  called  bad.  In  consequence  of  the  temporary  revival  during 
November  and  December  last,  the  works  have  still  sufficient  orders. 
A  further  stimulus  to  trade  is  expected  as  a  result  of  the  increased 
building  activity  caused  by  better  conditions  in  the  money  market. 
Meanwhile,  buyers  are  showing  great  reserve,  and  are  only  purchasing 
absolutely  necessary  supplies.  The  ore  business  is  quiet,  and  the 
production  of  iron  ore  is  becoming  still  more  difficult.  The  iron 
works  are  therefore  having  to  rely  more  and  more  on  imported  ore. 
During  the  past  half  year  no  less  than  6,840,000  metric  tons  of  iron 
ore,  to  the  value  of  113,600,000  marks  (about  £5,585,000)  were 
imported  into  Germany  (including  Luxemburg).  In  the  pig  iron 
market  the  foreign  demand  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  although  lately 
more  business  has  been  done  abroad.  Towards  the  end  of  January 
better  orders  were  being  given,  but  it  cannot  therefore  be  infen  ed  that 
a  revival  in  the  pig  iron  industry  is  imminent.  Orders  for  half- 
finished  products  have  been  more  regular,  and  the  need  for  the 
current  quarter  is  covered.  The  shaped-iron  orders  which  have  been 
received  are  urgent  and  are  to  be  executed  promptly.  Trade  in  bar 
iron  is  not  so  good  as  could  be  desired,  which  is  attributed  to  slack¬ 
ness  in  the  construction  sheds  and  locksmiths’  workshops. 

(X.  6,072.) 

iff  4'  4* 

Germany  (Upper  Silesia). — Tuhes. — The  “  Borsen  Zeitung”  (Berlin) 
of  21st  February  states  that  during  the  first  half  of  February,  the 
Upper  Silesian  tube  market  was  still  unfavourable,  particularly  as  the 
negotiations  to  form  a  syndicate  failed,  and  in  consequence  a  further 
increase  in  discount  rates  was  introduced  on  the  part  of  western 
producers.  In  gas  and  socket-pipes,  orders  showed  no  noteworthy 
increase.  In  the  rolled  tube  industry  the  demand  was  w'eak,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  better  foreign  orders  were  received  for  pipes  for  lining 
bores.  Orders  for  water-pumping  and  sand-displacing  tubes  at  the  pits 
remained  normal.  In  boiler  tubes  there  was  a  slight  increase  in 
bookings,  but  prices  are  still  low.  Considerable  orders  for  wrought- 
iron  tubes  were  received  from  abroad.  Trade  in  wrought-iron  tubes 
of  larger  dimensions,  in  which  sales  to  over-sea  countries  play  an 
important  part,  is  still  satisfactor}'.  (X.  5,025.) 

ZINC. 

Germany  (Upper  Silesia). — Zinc. — The  “  Borsen  Zeitung”  (Berlin) 
of  28th  February  states  that  the  Upper  Silesian  zinc  market  was  as 
favourable  during  the  first  half  of  February  as  during  January.  In 
raw  zinc,  sales  w'ere  somewhat  better,  and  prices  maintained  the 
standard  attained  during  the  previous  month.  The  supplies  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  zinc  works  are  still  very  considerable,  especially  as 
the  production  continually  exceeds  greatly  the  demand.  A  similar 
state  of  affairs  prevails  in  the  sheet  zinc  industry.  The  export  trade 
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has  not  been  unsatisfactory.  Sales  in  zinc  powder,  for  which  fair 
prices  have  been  obtained,  have  proved  satisfactory.  Prices  for 
sulphuric  acid  have  not  been  good.  The  Upper  Silesian  zinc 
works  complain  of  keen  and  growing  competition  on  the  part  of 
Austria-Hungary  and  Belgium,  particularly  of  the  former,  which  is 
partly  responsible  for  the  cancelling  of  the  agreement  which  has  been 
maintained  for  ten  years  among  the  works.  Prospects  for  the  coming 
months  are  somewhat  improved,  as  the  home  demand  seems  to  be  grow¬ 
ing.  It  is  expected  that  the  industry  will  develop  immensely  if 
the  proposed  special  railway  tariff  for  Upper  Silesian  sulphuric  acid 


is  introduced. 

(X.  .5 

•  * 

TEXTILES. 

Qermany. — According  to  the  “  Borsen  Zeitung  ”  (Berlin)  of  20th 
February,  no  important  changes  in  the  prices  of  German  w^ool  have 
lately  been  experienced.  The  tendency  remains  in  favour  of  sellers, 
who  have  only  a  small  reserve  at  their  disposal.  In  oversea  wool, 
prices  are  remaining  firm,  although  no  sales  of  great  importance  have 
been  taking  place.  Trade  in  tops,  noils  and  waste  was  quieter 
than  during  the  previous  week  ;  here  also  previous  firm  quotations 
were  maintained.  In  the  yarn  industry  spinners  were  not  able  to 
book  any  more  orders.  Business  was  moderate,  but  nevertheless,  prices 
were  not  affected  adversely,  and  in  fact,  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  price  of  raw  material,  they  rose  somewhat.  The  union 
accomplished*  between  the  Cloth  “  Convention  ”  and  the  consumers 
should  undoubtedly  result  shortly  in  a  revival  in  the  clothing  and 
woollen  goods  industry ;  up  to  the  present,  however,  trade  has  been 
very  quiet,  and  no  sales  of  any  importance  have  been  made  to  home 
or  foreign  consumers.  Brisker  business  is  still  being  done  in  clothing 
and  furniture  stuffs  and  carpets.  Manufacturers  of  plushes  and  velvets 
have  been  in  a  position  to  book  more  orders  at  better  prices.  The 
cotton  yarn  market  has  not  been  so  brisk  as  during  the  previous  week. 
A  better  tone  exists  among  agents  dealing  in  cotton  stuffs ;  prices 
are  unaltered.  In  the  jute  and  linen  industry  no  changes  have  taken 
place.  (X.  5,049.) 

»I<  >i«  ^  ^  ^ 

France. — According  to  the  “  Borsen  Zeitung  ”  (Berlin)  of  24th 
February,  no  better  business  has  lately  been  done  in  either  French  or 
over-sea  wool,  but  in'  every  case  w'here  sales  have  been  effected  they 
have  taken  place  at  firm  prices.  Prices  have  been  firm  for  tops,  noils 
and  waste,  for  w'hich  how'ever  the  demand  has  been  no  greater.  The 
expected  revival  in  the  wool  yarn  trade  has  not  taken  place.  Although 
spinners  of  woollen  and  worsted  yarns  have  been  somewhat  better 
employed,  there  are  still  many  spindles  of  both  sorts  idle.  Prices  are 
also  by  no  means  favourable  for  the  spinners.  Trade  in  individual 
branches  of  the  cloth  industry  has  improved.  Comparatively  favour¬ 
able  reports  of  the  silk  industry  are  given,  and  prices  for  finished 

*  Ihis  was  awaiting  final  ratification  (see  notice  on  pp.  651-2  of  the  “  Board  of 
Trade  Journal  ”  of  2(*th  February). 
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manufactures  have  advanced  still  further  in  favour  of  the  sellers. 
Although  sales  for  cotton  j^arn  were  not  so  good  last  week  as  during 
the  previous  one,  still  the  great  majority  of  the  spinning  mills  were 
busily  employed.  I'he  cotton  weaving  industry  also  improved  somewhat. 
Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  no  talk  of  any  restrictions  in  the 
linen  industry.  Both  spinners  and  manufacturers  have  plenty  to  do, 
and  to  some  extent  they  are  obtaining  satisfactory  prices.  In  the  jute 
industry  higher  prices  for  yarns  and  pieces  are  being  asked. 

CX.  5,004.) 


FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  INDIA  IN  1913. 

The  following  statement,  which  has  been  compiled  from  official 
returns,  ^show's  the  value  of  the  foreign  seaborne*  trade  of  British 
India  (exclusive  of  Government  stores  and  bullion  and  specie) 
for  the  calendar  year  1913,  the  figures  for  1911  and  1912  being 
added  for  purposes  of  comparison  : — 


Imports. 


— 

1911. 

'  1912. 

1913. 

1 

I.  Food,  drink  and  tobacco —  1 

X, 

£ 

£ 

Liquors . 

1,092,551 

1,114,337 

1,243,265 

Provisions  . 

1,233,717 

1,485,558 

1,659,328 

Sugar  . 

8.361,056  1 

9,014,167 

9,673,014 

Other  articles . 

3,191,406 

3,312,423 

3,478,537 

Total,  Class  I.  . i 

13,878,730 

14,926,485 

16,054,144 

II.  Kaw  materials  and  produce  and  ai  ticles 
mainly  manufactured — 

Oils  . 

2.886,449 

2,537,235 

2,812,773 

Textile  materials  ...  ...  ...  , 

1,437,612 

3,.5tl8,361 

1,292,372 

Other  articles . 

2,158,833 

2,675,291 

3,017,314 

Total  Class  11.  . 

6,482,894 

8,720,887 

7,122,469 

III.  Articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufac¬ 
tured — 

f’utleiy,  hardware,  implements 

(except  machine  tools)  and  instru¬ 
ments . 

3,160,045 

3,489,084 

4,211,880 

Machinery  of  all  kinds  (including 
belting  for  machinery) 

3,033,632 

3,512,927 

5,30<J,774 

Metals,  iron  and  steel,  and  manufac¬ 
tures  thereof . 

6,579,482 

[  7,151,499 

9.871,8.50 

Metals,  other  than  iron  and  steel,  and 
manufactures  thereof  . 

3,014,317 

2,376,704 

3,797,084 

Railway  plant  and  rolling  stock 

3,0.50,548 

3,857,023 

6,011,425 

Yarns  and  textile  fabrics  . 

38,582,763 

!  43.180,06.9 

50,715.922 

Other  articles . 

12,403,327 

j  13,341,596 

15,248,318 

Total  Class  III . 

69,824,114 

76,908,852 

95,163,253 

IV.  Miscellaneous  and  unclassified . 

1,372,948 

1,609,657 

1,748,489 

Total  imports  . 

91,5.58,686 

102,165,781 

120,088,345 

•  The  coasting  trade  between  Indian  seaports  is  not  inclu(ie<l  in  this  statement,  nor 
is  the  trade  across  the  land  frontier  of  Intlia. 
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Exports  (excluding  Re-exports  of  Foreign  Goods).! 

— 

1  1911. 

1  1912. 

1  1913. 

I.  Food,  drink  and  tobacco — 

Grain,  pulse  and  fiour  . 

Tea  . 

Other  articles . 

i  ^ 

30,510,540 

8,711,272 

2,606,079 

£ 

43,431,463 

8,802,206 

3,223,536 

£ 

32,616,693 

9,836,039 

2,756,923 

Total  Class  I.  . 

11.  Raw  materials  and  produce  and 
articles  mainly  unmanufactured — 
Gums,  resins  and  lac  ... 

Hides  and  skins,  raw . 

Seeds  . 

Textile  materials  . 

Other  articles . ' 

41,827,891 

55,457,203 

4.3,208,555 

1,362,221 

1  6,096,832 
19.651.969 
37,.569,115 
3,829,164 

1,362,103 

7,352.295 

14,391,200 

37,198,116 

4,559,753 

1,420,245 
!  7.624,497 

15,350,250 
47,813,664 
5,088,415 

Total  Class  11.  i 

III.  Articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufac¬ 
tured —  i 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines  ...  ^ 
Hides  and  skins,  tanned  or  dressed, 

and  leather . 

Yarns  and  textile  fabrics  . i 

Other  articles . 

68,509,301 

64,863,467 

77,297,071 

9,940,927 

2,935,756 

16,911,011 

3,482,290 

9,292,208 

3,057,193 

21,649,035 

3,566,983 

1 

3,172,334 

2,939,836 

26,884,346 

1  3,795,026 

Total  Class  III . i 

33,269,984 

37,565,419 

36,791,542 

IV.  Miscellaneous  and  unclassified . . 

1,369,726 

1,715,716 

1,671,114 

Total  exports  . 

144,976,902 

159.601.806 

160,968,282 

f  The  value  of  foreign  goods  re-exported  from  British  India  amounted  to  £3,704,638 
in  1911,  £3,410,197  in  1912,  and  £3,053,940  in  1913. 

X.B. — Rupees  have  been  converted  into  sterling  at  Rs.  15  per  £,  the  rate  at  which 
the  pound  sterling  is  legal  tender  in  India  under  the  Indian  Coinage  Act  of  1899, 


CONDITION  OF  THE  BRAZILIAN  RUBBER  INDUSTRY. 

The  following  information  is  from  the  report  by  H.M.  Consul  at 
Par^l  (Mr.  G.  B.  Michell)  on  the  trade  of  that  district  in  the  years 
1910-12  and  part  of  1913,  which  will  shortly  be  issued : — 

The  principal  export  from  Para  is  indiarubber,  and  upon  it  depends 
practically  the  whole  existence  of  the  Amazon  States.  In  consequence 
of  the  constant  decline  in  the  prices  obtained  for  rubber  in  Europe  and 
America  during  the  last  three  years  the  trade  of  the  Amazon  basin  has 
suffered  heavily,  and  the  commercial  conditions  at  Mangos  are  now  in  a 
really  desj^rate  position,  while  those  at  Par^  are  little  better.  This  state 
of  things  is  ascribed  to  many  causes,  e.g.  (1)  the  competition  of  the 
product  of  the  Malay  States,  Ceylon  and  other  plantations  in  the  Far 
East ;  (2)  the  manipulation  of  the  rubber  market  by  a  ring  of  brokers 
in  Europe,  who  corner  the  article  and  force  the  Brazilian  producers  to 
accept  almost  any  price  offered  ;  (3)  the  high  rates  of  freight  for  both 
river  and  overseas  transport ;  and  (1)  the  excessively  high  cost  of  livdng 
and  therefore  of  production. 

With  regard  to  (1),  it  is  confidently  believed  locally  that  fine 
hard  Parfi  can  successfully  compete  in  quality  with  any  other 
rubber,  that  it  is  indispensable  for  certain  manufacturing  purposes. 
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and  that  if  it  had  a  fair  held  it  would  hold  its  own  in  the 
markets  of  the  world.  As  regards  (2)  it  is  contended  that  the 
manufacturers  of  rubber  goods  need  a  constant  supply,  whereas 
the  Amazon  rubber  is  only  available  at  certain  seasons ;  accordingly, 
the  speculators  take  advantage  of  the  immediate  needs  of  the  pro¬ 
ducers  to  buy  all  their  crop,  and  then  retail  it  to  the  consumers  as 
they  require  it.  The  latter  have  to  bu}^  from  the  brokers,  the  only 
holders,  at  prices  which,  if  paid  directly  to  the  producers,  would 
amply  suffice  to  remunerate  them,  whereas  at  present  the  difference 
between  the  amount  paid  and  that  w’hich  reaches  the  dealers  of  Para 
remains  as  an  unfairly  large  profit  to  the  intermediary,  while  the 
producers  do  not  get  enough. 

In  regard  to  (3)  and  (4),  freight  rates  are  high  and  consequently 
all  imported  supplies  are  dear.  In  point  of  fact,  living  is  expensive 
in  Btazil  largely  on  account  of  the  extravagant  standard  of  living 
and  the  neglect  of  agriculture  and  all  local  sources  of  food,  clothing, 
building  and  other  supplies.  The  result  is  that  all  employes  have  to 
be  paid  such  high  wages  that  the  w'orking  expenses  of  running  a 
ship  are  very  great,  and,  even  with  the  considerable  rates  of  freight 
charged,  little  or  no  profit  is  made,  and  it  would  not  pay  any  more 
ships  to  enter  the  trade. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  hard  fine  Para  rubber  is  the  best 
rubber  obtainable,  and  w'ere  it  free  to  compete  on  equal  terms  it  could 
hold  its  ow’n  against  all  rivals.  It  may  be  true  that  the  middleman 
exacts  an  unreasonable  profit,  but  the  law  of  supply  and  demand 
must  prevail  in  the  end  and  bring  prices  to  their  natural  level. 
I'he  truth  is  that  the  local  product  is  burdened  with  taxes  and  charges 
charges  which  it  cannot  bear  against  the  rivalry  of  increasing 
quantities  of  other  rubber  which  is  cheaply  produced,  though  it  may 
possess  slightly  inferior  qualities. 

Although  wdld  rubber  costs  nothing  in  the  first  instance,  and  the 
utensils  for  its  preparation  are  of  the  most  primitive  description,  whilst 
the  smoking  also  costs  nothing,  nevertheless  the  product  has  to  supply 
an  expensive  living  to  many  hands  before  it  reaches  the  consumer. 
None  of  the  “  seringueiros  ”  has  yet  calculated  the  exact  cost  to  him 
of  a  kilog.  of  rubber  delivered  at  Para.  Vaguely  it  is  known  that 
the  actual  collector  must  be  supplied  with  food  and  all  he  requires 
while  absent  in  the  bush  during  the  season.  These  supplies  are 
advanced  to  him  by  an  “  aviador,’”*  who  in  his  turn  obtains  them  on 
credit  from  European  or  American  firms.  The  advances  therefore 
reach  the  rubber  gatherer  at  a  very  large  premium.  Both  the 
merchant  at  home  and  the  “aviador”  have  to  fix  a  wide  margin  for 
loss.  The  cost  of  transport  and  insurance  over  huge  distances  on 
tropical  streams  has  to  be  added,  and  the  precarious  nature  of  the 
credit  of  the  transaction  has  to  be  taken  into  account. 

The  “  aviador  ”  has  also  to  reckon  with  the  bad  faith  of  the  rubber 
gatherer.  Besides  the  usual  launches  and  steamers  that  bring  him 
the  supplies  and  receive  the  rubber  for  the  “  aviador’s  ”  account,  a 
large  number  of  small  traders  in  sailing  boats  and  barges  (regatoes) 
visit  the  workman  on  the  river  banks  and  purchase  from  him,  or  take 


♦One  who  fits  out  an  expedition. 
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in  exchange  for  their  wares,  the  rubber  which  the  gatherer  is  really 
pledged  to  deliver  to  his  principals.  There  are  no  means  of  checking 
the  gatherer’s  production  or  of  preventing  this  piratical  trading. 
Indeed,  the  estate  owner  or  “aviador”  cannot  force  the  workman  to 
pay  him  or  even  to  remain  working  on  the  estate.  When  the  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  these  men  exist  are  considered — living  and 
working  in  solitude  in  the  dense  bush  for  months  at  a  time,  without 
supervision,  in  a  hot,  swampy  land,  with  a  scanty  supply  of  the  barest 
necessaries  of  life,  leading  to  a  mortality  in  some  cases  of  80  per  cent. 
— it  is  not  surprising  that  they  welcome  the  irregular  trader  and 
indulge  in  whatever  they  can  get  from  him,  even  at  the  price  of  the 
rubber  which  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  their  own. 

Then  the  finished  product  has  to  be  brought  down  by  river  to 
Par4,  and  there  examined,  and  the  various  qualities  cleaned  and 
sorted.  The  State  Government  requires  all  rubber  to  be  packed  in 
boxes  of  a  certain  size  and  weight,  each  containing  a  certain  fixed 
quantity  of  rubber.  Although  the  Amazon  district  is  one  of  vast 
forest  the  greater  part  of  the  wood  for  those  boxes  is  imported  from 
the  United  States,  When  the  extremely  high  rates  of  wages  and  the 
profits  required  by  each  person  through  whose  hands  the  rubber 
passes  are  considered,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  reaches  Par^  already 
loaded  with  a  heavy  burden.  It  is  generally  believed  that  a  kilog.  of 
rubber  costs  5  milreis  (6s.  8d.)  to  deliver  at  Pard.  The  price  at 
present  paid  in. the  Para  market  for  a  kilog.  of  the  best  up-river  fine 
hard  rubber  is  3  6  milreis  (about  4s.  lOd.). 

Then  the  State  levies  an  export  duty  of  22  per  cent,  of  the 
value,  or  20  per  cent,  if  exported  in  boxes  of  native  wood.  The 
figures  are  : — 19  per  cent,  for  hard  fine,  entrefine  or  Caucho,  and 
21^  per  cent,  for  Sernamby  rubber.  On  the  Acre  product, 
which  is  the  best,  the  Federal  Government  charges  20  per  cent,  as 
above.  In  addition  to  the  duty  the  State  levies  another  2i  per  cent, 
of  the  amount  of  the  duty  for  contribution  to  the  State  hospital 
(Santa  Casa),  another  3  to  4  per  cent,  of  the  official  value  of  the 
rubber  for  the  Bolsa  {i.e.,  the  Exchange  building,  now  pulled  down, 
but  the  charge  is  continued),  and  a  further  1  per  cent,  for  the 
Intendencia  (town  mayoralty).  The  Federal  additional  charge  is  that 
of  2  per  cent,  of  the  value  paid  by  the  party  who  sells  to  the  shipper. 

Add  to  these  costs  the  freight  to  Liverpool,  Hamburg,  or  New 
York,  insurance,  bankers’  commission,  discount,  tare,  brokerage,  fire 
insurance,  &c.,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rubber  is  overburdened  to 
an  impossible  extent. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  suggested  that  the  export  duties  should 
be  lowered,  but  it  was  answered  that  so  long  as  the  middleman 
holds  the  field  any  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the  article  delivered 
in  the  European  markets  would  merely  increase  his  profits. 
The  argument  is,  of  course,  fallacious,  but  the  fixed  idea  of  the 
trade  in  Pard  is  to  fight  the  speculators  by  means  of  a  co-operative 
association  of  the  Amazon  rubber  producers,  and  accordingly  in  the 
last  session  of  the  Pard  State  Congress  a  super- tax  of  100  reis  (l'6d.)  on 
every  kilog.  exported  was  voted,  the  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  the 
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formation  of  a  fund  for  the  proposed  co-operativa  (see  p.  270  of  the 
“  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ”  of  29th  January).  This  tax  is  now 
(December,  1913)  being  levied  in  addition  to  all  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  charges,  and  the  question  arises,  how  is  the  money  to  be 
found  ?  Even  it  it  is  forthcoming,  if  the  co-operative  association  is 
formed  with  a  suflScient  capital  and  with  a  wise  and  well-informed 
administration,  and  even  if  it  succeeds  in  getting  all  the  Amazon 
rubber  into  its  owm  hands,  it  is  still  very  questionable  if  it  can  long 
withstand  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  in  face  of  the  competition 
of  rubber  from  other  sources. 

In  any  case,  it  is  evident  that  the  natural — indeed,  the  only — 
remedy  against  the  collapse  of  the  principal  trade  of  the  States 
of  Pard  and  Amazonas  and  the  Federal  territory,  is  to  remove 
every  hindrance  and  to  give  their  rubber  a  chance  to  stand  for 
its  existence,  to  abolish  entirely  all  export  tfixes  and  every  charge 
on  products  leaving  the  country,  to  do  away  with  all  import  duties 
on  food  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  to  reduce  the  customs  and  other 
administrations  to  their  purest  and  simplest  forms,  and  to  confine  all 
expenditure  rigidly  to  the  absolute  minimum. 

There  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  these  measures.  The 
export  duties  form  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  revenues  of  the 
States  concerned.  The  abolition  of  the  duties  would  mean  the  loss 
of  almost  the  entire  revenue  of  the  Amazon  States,  and  this  would 
have  to  be  met  by  direct  taxation,  so  arranged  as  not  to  fall  on  the 
labouring  classes.  There  is,  therefore,  very  little  hope  of  anything 
of  the  kind  being  done. 

Under  the  stress  of  the  severe  competition  and  the  cost  of 
collection  and  transport,  it  is  likely  that  all  but  the  finest  rubber 
will  disappear  from  the  Para  market,  and  that  the  greatest  care  will 
have  to  be  taken  in  purifying  the  best.  At  present  the  necessity  of 
opening  the  balls,  sorting  out  the  inferior  qualities  and  all  adultera¬ 
tions,  is  an  additional  disadvantage  to  the  Amazon  rubber. 

Lately,  a  new  and  simple  apparatus,  invented  by  Sefior  Amandio 
Mendes,  has  been  adopted  for  smoking  the  latex,  and  gives  very 
satisfactory  results,  very  largely  eliminating  the  Entrefine  quality, 
reducing  the  amount  of  Sernamby,  and  bringing  the  rubber  of  the 
islands  (Cameta  and  other  inferior  sorts)  almost  up  to  the  level  of 
hard  fine  rubber. 

The  Brazilians  have  not  adopted  the  tapping  process  advised  by 
the  Akers  Commission  and  much  used  in  the  East,  known  as  the 
“  herring-bone  ”  system.  They  claim  that  their  own  method  and  the 
use  of  their  small  hatchet  is  better.  They  also  hold  that  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  acids, '&c.  gives  inferior  results  to  their  plan  of  smoking  the 
rubber,  and  leads  to  a  rapid  deterioration  of  the  product. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  ALGERIA  IN  1913. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Algiers  TMr.  B.  Cave,  C.B.)  has  forwarded 
the  following  figures,  published  by  the  Algerian  Customs  Department, 
relating  to  the  imports  for  home  consumption  and  the  exports  of 
domestic  produce  into  and  from  Algeria  in  1913,  the  figures  for  1912 
and  1911  being  added  for  purposes  of  comparison  : — 
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Imports  into  Algeria. 


Quantity 

Value. 

1911. 

1  1912. 

1913.  1911.  1912. 

1913. 

1,000  fr8.il,000  frs 

i  1,000  frs. 

Total  Value 

— 

—  571,481  669,698 

667,510 

Sugar,  raw  and  refined  Quintals 

342,466 

359,68.5 

384,466  16,489  16,971 

j  18,140 

Coffee  . 

68,233 

7.5.977 

79,213  8,870  1  14.816 

15,446 

Vegetable  oils  (heavy) 

129.584 

122,275 

131,415  10,383  10.626 

10,510 

Wood  for  building. 

rough  or  squared  Mtirie  tons 

27,836 

33,091 

46,304  2,319  '  2,876 

3,735 

Wood  for  building, 

i 

sawn  . 

69,413 

79,281 

84,211  7,248  1  9,222 

9,693 

Coal  and  patent  fuel 

400,539 

477,048 

528,224  9,197  12,027 

1.3,324 

Iron  and  steel  ...  Quintals 

657,834 

728.173 

839,.588  9,899  1  12,<i32 

13,725 

Cotton  goods 

127,950 

149,981 

118,186  1!  51,260  ,  59,973 

49,686 

Clothing  and  underlinen 

7,872 

1 1 ,565 

10,832  14,972  18,915 

18,106 

Paper,  manufactures  of 

132,087 

153,868 

158,428  14,767  :  17,889 

18,405 

Prepared  hides  ... 

18,89.5 

19,775 

19,098  '  13,440  14,046 

13,830 

Agricultural  machinery 

56.018 

63,069 

69,510  6,9s5  ‘  7,881 

7,397 

Other  machinery... 

99,553 

99,052 

103,566  ,  13,281  '  13,762 

15,617 

Other  metal  goods 

(excluding  jewellery. 

watches  and  clocks) 

452,83(; 

448..542 

457,403  26,939  :  28,695 

30,186 

Furniture . 

16  915 

22,403 

34,4.38  4,123  5,492 

5,976 

Other  wooden  goods 

802,373 

1,004,214 

696,999  17,382  22,521 

16,550 

Motor  cars 

18  068 

22,238 

26,145*  12,651  19,927 

23,252 

Parcel  post  packets 

.  Xo. 

1,219,377 

1,300,595 

1,295,879  114,815  125,028 

i: 

124,088 

*  2,01(2  motor  cars. 


Exports  from  Algeria. 


Quantity. 

j  Value. 

1  _ 

1911. 

1912. 

i  1913. 

i 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1,000  frs. 

1,000  frs. 

1,000  frs. 

Total  Value 

— 

509,603 

546,099 

510,511 

Cattle  . 

...Head, 

21,212 

24,878 

44,711 

4,7.50 

6,289 

9,692 

Sheep  . 

957,689 

788.668 

1,190,313 

34,426 

31,097 

47,493 

Hides,  raw  or  dried 

Quintals 

40,936 

43,218 

52,390 

8,278 

9,028 

10,444 

Wool,  in  bulk 

68,206 

43,471 

97,116 

8,184 

6.665 

12,431 

Wheat  . 

1,740.336 

1,124,516 

1,169,460 

4.5,249 

34,860 

36,253 

Oats  . 

1. 

737,095 

438,631 

555,738 

11,794 

9,430 

11,956 

Barley  . 

1,708,205 

963,993 

945,302 

27,331 

21,690 

21,269 

Cork  . 

Metric  tons 

.31,825 

36,775 

41,913 

10,989 

13,039 

12,751 

Wine  in  casks 

Hectolitres 

7,3.50,072 

7,521,446 

4,758,662 

191,101 

218,121 

152,363 

Phosphates 

Metric  tons 

335,069 

377,601 

438.601 

10,387 

11,705 

13,627 

Iron  ore  . 

1,102,143 

1,232,979 

1,356,061 

13,225 

16,412 

16,961 

Zinc  ore  . 

69,895 

84,495 

82,085 

10,484 

1.3,619 

13,134 

Hectolitre  =  22  galls.  Metric  ton  =  10  quintals  =  2,204  6  lbs.  25£ranc8=£l. 

Note. — The  values  for  1913  are  based,  wholly  or  mainly,  on  the  prices 
of  1912,  and  are  therefore  subject  to  revision.  (C.I.B.  4,664.) 
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PROPOSED  TARIFF  CHANGES, 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt  of  the  text  of  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Straits  Settlements  “  Liquors  Revenue  Ordinance, 
1909,”  for  certain  provisions  of  which  see  pp.  537-8 
of  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”  for  the  17th 
March,  1^10. 

This  Bill  empowers,  intei'  alia,  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council  to  prohibit,  by  notification  in 
the  “  Gazette,”  the  importation  into  the  Colony  (except  for  trans¬ 
shipment)  of  such  intoxicating  liquors  as  may  be  specified  after  the 
expiration  of  such  time  (not  less  than  four  months  from  the  date  of 
publication  of  such  notification)  as  may  be  therein  mentioned. 

Any  person  who  imports,  or  has  in  his  possession,  intoxicating 
liquors,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
fine  not  exceeding  500  dollars. 

It  is  further  proposed  that  dutiable  liquors  are  only  to  be  issued  for 
ships’  stores  on  the  master  or  agent  certifying  on  the  requisition  that 
they  are  required  for  ships’  use.  No  such  liquors  are  to  be  made  use 
of  in  p>ort  without  the  written  permission  of  the  Superintendent. 
Dutiable  liquors  brought  to  the  port  as  ships’  stores  may  be  made 
use  of  within  the  waters  of  the  Colony,  unless  forbidden  by  the 
Superintendent. 

Distillery  licenses  may  be  suspended  or  cancelled  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 

The  privilege  accorded  by  the  principal  Ordinance  to  medical 
practitioners,  Government  analysts  and  licensed  chemists  to  distil, 
without  a  license,  intoxicating  liquors  for  medicinal  or  scientific  pur¬ 
poses  is  extended,  with  the  approval  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to 
qualified  analytical  chemists. 

The  holders  of  chemists  licenses  may,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Superintendent,  sell  absolute  alcohol  or  rectified  spirits  in  quantities 
not  exceeding  2  gallons  solely  for  medical  or  scientific  purposes. 

(C.  1,864.) 


Proposed 
Amendment  of 
Liquors  Revenue 
Ordinance  of 
1909. 


RUSSIA. 

With  reference  to  recent  notices  in  the  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal” 
respecting  the  recommendations  of  the  special 
Conference  appointed  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  scarcity  of  pig  iron  in  Russia,  the  Board 
of  Trade  are  now  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  of  information  to  the  effect  that  the  Bill 
embod3'ing  the  recommendations  of  the  Conference 
proposes  to  empow’er  the  Council  of  Ministers  to  authorise,  on  separate 
application  in  each  case,  the  importation  from  abroad,  until  the  31st 
December,  1915,  at  reduced  rates  of  Customs  dut)’,  of  pig  iron  for 
the  needs  of  the  metallurgical  industrj’^  up  to  a  maximum  quantity 
of  15,000,000  pouds.  The  Bill  further  authorises  Government 
Departments  and  the  private  railway’s  “  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
services  of  foreign  industry  at  reduced  rates  of  Customs  duty.”  It  is 


Scarcity  of 
Pig  Iron. — 
Recommendations 
of  Special 
Conference. 


Mar.  6,  1914] 


THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL. 


595 


Proposed  Tariff  Changes. 


RUSSIA  — continued. 

stated  that  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  propose  to  limit  the  application 
of  the  import  facilities  to  castings,  forgings,  and  furnace  mouldings, 
girders  and  sleepers,  rails  of  all  kinds,  assorted  and  shaped  iron  and 
steel  of  all  kinds,  iron  and  steel  wire  of  all  kinds,  sheet  and  universal 
iron  and  steel,  and  railway  rims  and  axles. 

'J’he  Conference  has  also  recommended,  as  a  temporary  exception 
to  the  regulations  which  prohibit  the  Departments  and  State  railways 
from  placing  contracts  or  orders  abroad,  that  this  privilege  should  be 
conceded  without  the  necessity  of  applying  in  each  instance  for  the 
authorisation  of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  at  least  as  regards  the  more 
indispensable  products.  This  privilege,  it  is  stated,  may,  as  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  be  granted  by  administrative  procedure. 
The  Ministry  of  Commerce  propose  to  restrict  the  privilege  in 
question  to  the  simpler  products  only,  while  the  amount  of  orders  to 
be  placed  abroad  will  not  be  allowed  to  exceed  the  requirements  of 
each  Department  or  railway  for  19  1  4.  (0.  1.824.) 


TARIFF  CHANGES  AND  CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  which  appeared  on  p.  466  of  the  “  Board 
of  Trade  Journal  ”  for  the  19th  February  last 
relative  to  the  evidence  given  before  the  Inter- 
State  Commission  for  tariff  investigation  in 
regard  to  the  boot  and  shoe  industry,  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  now  received,  from  H.M. 
Trade  Commissioner  in  Australia,  further  detailed 
reports  of  evidence  given  before  the  Commission 
in  connection  with  the  boot  and  shoe  and  leather 
industries.  These  reports,  which  appeared  in  the 
Melbourne  “Age,”  may  be  consulted  by  British 
traders  interested  on  application  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

.  (C.l.B.  4,452  and  4,981.) 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  also  been  informed  by  H.M.  Trade  Com- 
ftrd  f  T  missioner  in  Australia  that  it  has  been  determined 

T  by  the  Inter-State  Commission  that  the  public 

ves  iga  ion.  hearing  of  applications  for  tariff  investigation  shall 
proceed,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  the  following  order : — 

Boots  and  shoes  {see  above). 

Leathers  {see  above). 

Matches  and  vestas. 

Corks  and  manufactures  of  cork. 

Bnishware  and  brushinakers’  materials. 


Inter-State 
Commission  for 
Tariff 

Investigation : 
Evidence 
respecting 
Boot  and  Shoe 
and  Leather 
Industries. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA-^’-'/t^tW. 

Pianos. 

l^apers  and  stationery. 

Artificial  fiowers. 

VN'oven  smallware,  viz. : — Cap  ribbons  (named) ;  cap  badges  and 
college  bands  (woven  or  embroidered  design) ;  cap  and  hat 
crowns  ;  millinery  tapes  (named)  ;  galoons  (named)  ;  webbing 
with  woven  names  ;  pads,  petershams,  programs,  hat  bands, 
college  bands,  waist  bands,  belting,  self-colour,  striped  or 
designed ;  medal  ribbons ;  boot  loops  (named)  and  looping, 
plain  and  fancy ;  and  similar  goods. 

Brass,  viz. : — High-pressure  brass  water  work  and  gun  metal 
steam  w'ork. 

Brass,  viz. : — Bars,  angles,  tee  or  ornamental  or  special  designs, 
unpolished. 

Mica  and  manufactures  thereof. 

Inks,  writing  and  printing. 

Printing  roller  composition. 

Gas  meters  and  assembled  parts. 

Glassware,  flint. 

Glass  bottles. 

Apparel  and  attire,  including  costumes,  mantles,  corsets,  and 
w'aterproof  apparel. 

Fur  apparel  and  dressed  fur  skins. 

Bark,  wattle. 

Manures,  viz. : — Superphosphates. 

Travelling  bags,  &c.  and  trunks. 

Small  fancy  leatherware. 

Sporting  sundries  of  canvas,  leather  or  fibre. 

Metalware,  japanned  or  stove-coated. 

Pyritic  ores  and  native  sulphur. 

Soap,  toilet,  fancy  and  medicated. 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets. 

Pipes,  iron  and  steel. 

Paints  and  colours. 

Whiting. 

Linseed  oil. 

Nails,  horse-shoe. 

Nails,  wire.  (C.I.B.  4,452  aud  4,931.) 


The  Board  have  been  informed  by  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner 
that  when  the  Commission  is  dealing  with  the  subject  of  “paper,”  the 
matter  of  the  duty  on  catalogues  will  be  dealt  with  at  the  same  time. 


With  reference  to  the  Notices  which  have  appeared  in  recent 


Inter-State 
Commission. 
Applications 
for  Tariff 
Investigation. 


issues  of  the  “  Board  of  Tra'le  Journal  ”  relative 
to  applications  received  by  the  Inter-State  Com¬ 
mission  for  tariff"  investigation,  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  now  been  informed  by  H.M.  Trade 
Commissioner  in  Australia  that  the  following 
further  lists  of  applications  received  by  the  Com¬ 


mission  have  been  issued  : — 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF 


Present  Rate  of  Duty. 

Tariff 

No. 

Articles, 

Under  the 
General 
Tariff. 

Under  the 
United  King- 
)  dom  Pi'eferen- 
tial  Tariff. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  FURTHER  TARIFF  ASSISTANCE. 


13fi 

Artificial  leaves  . 

30  %  ad  ral. 

25  o/o  ad  val. 

173 

Printers’  metal  type . 

•20  o/o  ,, 

20  o/o  „ 

181 

Wrought  iron  and  steel  pipes  over  6  inches 

408.  per  ton 

35s.  per  ton 

internal  diameter . 

170(A) 

Builders’  brassware  and  electro-plated  ware 

o/q  ad  val. 

25  o/o  ad  val. 

172 

Electric  radiators ;  gas  and  electric  fittings 

30  o/o  „ 

25 

177(E) 

Fittings  . 

15%  „ 

10%  „ 

178  (A) 

Electric  radiators . 

15  %  „ 

10%  „ 

and  (D) 

Balance 

30  o/o  „ 

25  o/o  „ 

299  (A) 

Inlays  for  furniture  and  pianos  (marque- 

terie) . 

35  % 

30  %  „ 

APPLICATION  FOR  IMPOSITION  OF  DUTIES  ON  ARTICLES  NOW 

EXEMPT. 

182 

Wrought  iron  and  steel  pipes,  measuring 

fi  inches  internal  diameter  . 

Free 

Free 

125 

Roofing  felt  and  dampcourses  . 

Free. 

Free. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  REDUCTION  OF  PRESENT  DUTIES. 


65 

Fruits,  u.e.i . 

28.  per  rental.  1 

56 

„  citrus . 

Jd.  per  Ih.  ■ 

234  (I) 

Linseed  oil  . 

fid.  per  gall. 

236  (A) 

Paints  and  colours  ground  in  liquid 

48.  per  cwt.  1 

1  68.  „  . 
■J  or 

»  (B) 

„  „  prepareil  for  use 

(whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty) 

(  20  %  val. 

„  (D) 

Dry  colours,  n.e.i.  . 

28.  6d.^r  cwt. 

(E) 

Drv  white  lead,  &c . 

2s.  „  j 

(H) 

Kalsomine,  &c . 

237 

Varnishes  . 

2s.  Gd.per  gall. 

356  (a) 

357  (B) 

1  Mono  service  rails,  bearing  advertisements 

(  fid.  per  lb.  \ 

(whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty) 

{  35  0/0  ad  val, ! 

Same,  if  unprinted  or  bearing  non- 

' 

advertisement  wording  . 

30  O/o  „ 

356  (M) 

Paper  hangings  or  wall  paper  . 

20  %  „ 

384 

Pianos — Grand  . 

i  £14  each 

(whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty) 

1  35  %  ad  ral. 

Pianos— Upright  . 

i  £7  each 

(whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty) 

<  or  . 

1  .36  %  ad  ral.  . 

395  (A) 

Paint  Brushes,  See.  ... 

30  %  ad  ral.  ^ 

422 

205(A) 

Wall  and  Ceiling  parts  and  decorations  ... 
Knobs,  keys,  escutcheons,  window  and 

25  %  „  1 

transom  catches  . 

h  O/o  ad  ral. 

(B) 

Locks  . 

20  %  „  j 

240(A) 

Cement . 

Is.  per  cwt.  j 

244 

Tiles,  kc.  . 

30  %  ad  ral.  ' 

267 

Roofing  slates . 

25  %  „  1 

2s.  per  cental. 
4d.  per  lb. 
fid.  per  gall, 
is.  per  ciL't. 
6s.  „ 

or 

15  %  ad  val. 
2s.  fid.  per  cwt. 
Is.  6d.  per  cwt. 
■  4s.  >» 

28.  per  gall. 
uA..  per  Ih. 


25  Yo  ad  val. 
15  o/o  „ 

£12  each 
or 

30  %  ad  val. 
£6  each 
or 

30  ^  ad  val. 
25%  „ 

•2b  o/o  „ 

Free. 

15  o/c  ad  val. 
9d.  per  cwt. 
25  %  ad  val. 
20  o/o  ad  val. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OP  AUSTRALIA-^***^^. 


Present  Rate  of  Duty. 

No. 

Article. 

Under  the 
General 
Tariff. 

Under  the 
United  King¬ 
dom  Preferen¬ 
tial  Tariff. 

Applications  fok  the  Reduction  of  Present  Duties— 


30.S(a)!  I 

(oji  undres-sed . 

According 

to  size. 

(E)  1 

(b)!  New  Zealand  white  pine  and  rimu,  un¬ 
dressed,  n.e.i.  . 

6d.^e/'  100 

Gd.  per  100 

\ 

1 

sup.  ft. 

mp.ft. 

(f)!  Timber,  dressed,  n.e.i.  . 

38.  „  „ 

38.  „ 

(o)!  Architraves,  mouldings,  n.e.i.,  and  skirtings 
;  of  any  material  . 

58.  per  100 

5s.  per  100 

(I). 

(■i)i 

1  Pickets,  undressed  . 

lineal  ft. 
2s.  6d.  per  100 

lineal  ft. 
2s.  6d.  per  iOO 

1  „  dressed 

6s.  ,, 

hs. 

(K)i  Laths,  n.e.i . 

7s.  i'ri.per  1,000 

Ts.  M.  per  1,000 

(T)j 

Timber,  for  making  boxes  or  doors,  being 
cut  into  shape  and  dressed  or  partly 
dressed  . 

hs.  per  100 

.58.  per  100 

(u) 

Picture  and  room  mouldings 

svp.ft. 
30  <fo  ad  ml. 

svp.  ft. 

25  %  ad  val. 

881-2  1 
384  j 
395(a)1 

i 

1  Musical  instruments  . 

Various 

Various 

Brushes,  small,  lxx)t  polishing 

30  9^  ad  ral. 

25  %  ad  val. 

APPLICATIONS  IN  OPPOSITION  TO  SUGGESTED  INCREASES  OR  NEW 

DUTIES. 


1 

185 

1  Barbed  wire  ...  . 

15  9^  ad  val. 

10  °/c  ad  val. 

226  ! 

!  Wire,  iron  and  steel  ... 

Free 

P'ree 

;!.56(n)| 

1 

Fibre-board,  flaxite,  &c . 

b  %  ad  ral. 

1 

Free 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  EXTENSION  OF  THE  TARIFF  PREFERENCE 
CONCEDED  TO  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


j 

173  I  Printers’  metal  type  ...  . 

20  9^  ad  val. 

20  <fo  ad  cal. 

182  '  Wrought-iron  and  steel  tubes 

Free 

Free 

262  Printing  roller  compo-sition  ...  . 

35  o/o  ad  ral. 

35  0/0  ad  ral. 

343  Spectacle  cases  ...  . 

15  °/o  „ 

15  %  „ 

234  (i)  Linseed  oil  . 

Gd.^er  gall. 

6tl.  per  gall. 

236  (A)  Paints  and  colours,  ground  in  liquid,  in 

packages  containing  over  14  lbs . 

48.  per  ewt. 

Is.  per  cwt. 

(b)  Paints  and  eolours,  ground  in  liquid,  in  pack- 

)  68 

1  ages  containing  14  lbs.  and  under ;  paints 

1  OS.  „ 

and  colours  prepared  for  use  ;  and  tattoo  oil 
j  (whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty) 

(  20  96  ad  val. 

15  a/o  ad  val. 

(d)  Colours,  dry,  n.e.i.  ...  *  . 

2s.  (kl.  per  eivt. 

28.  6(1.  per  ctvt. 

(e)|  Dry  white  lead ;  patent  dryers  and  the 

28.  „ 

Is.  6d.  „ 

237  1  Varnishes,  terebine,  gold  size,  japans,  patent 

j  knotting,  petrifying  liquids  . 

2s.  Gd.  per  gall. 

2s.  per  gall. 

3.56  (.M)  Paperhangings  . 

20  %  ad  ral. 

15  0/0  ad  val. 

39.5  (a)' Paint  brushes ...  . 

i 

30  9^  „ 

. 

25  96 

I 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  — continued. 


Present  Rate  of  Duty. 


Tariff 

No. 

Aiticle. 

Under  the 
General  ' 

Tariff.  i 

1 

[  Under  the 

I  United  King¬ 
dom  Preferen¬ 
tial  Tariff. 

APPLICATIONS  IN  OPPOSITION  TO  EXTENSION  OF  THE  UNITED 

KINGDOM  PREFERENCE. 

148 

Incubators  . 

i  /  ,  ,  1 

2o  %  ad  rat.  1 

[ 

1  25  %  ad  vaL 

178  (C) 

Telephones,  telephone  switchboards  and 

i 

appliances .  . 

Free  , 

Free 

182 

Pipes  and  tubes  . 

Free 

1 

Free 

MISCfilLLANEOUS. 


205 


Ecutcheons,  finger  plates,  knobs  and  other  lock  furniture. 

Application  to  have  duty  uniformly  charged  to  these  lines  whether 
they  are  imported  with  locks,  or  separately. 


Amended 

Regulations  under 
Spirits  Act  of 
1906. 

Importation  of 
Methylated 
Spirits,  &c. 


(C.I.B.  4,4.')2  and  4.931.) 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt  of  copy  of  Statutory  Buies 
(No.  344  of  1913),  dated  19th  December  last, 
laying  down  amended  regulations  to  be  observed 
under  the  Spirits  Act  of  1906 — for  certain  pro¬ 
visions  of  tvhich  see  pp.  462-3  of  the  “  Board  of 
Trade  Journal  ”  for  the  6th  December,  1906. 

The  present  regulations,  w'hich  are  entitled  the 
“Spirits  Act  Regulations,  1913,”  cancel  various 
other  regulations  which  have  been  issued,*  and, 
at  the  same  time,  substitute  amended  regulations  regarding  the 
importation  and  manufacture  of  spirits  in  the  Commonwealth. 

These  regulations  provide  that  imported  methylated  spirits  shall  be 
subject  to  the  Regulations,  and  before  delivery  from  Customs  control 
shall  be  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  to  an  analyst  approved  by 
the  Collector.  If,  upon  analysis  of  imported  methylated  spirits,  the 
analyst  certifies  that  such  methylated  spirits  are  not  sufficiently 
methylated,  such  spirit  shall  not  be  delivered  for  home  consumption 
until  so  methylated. 

Certain  regulations  are  also  prescribed  respecting  the  certificates 
and  marking  of  spirits,  licenses  for  the  manufacture  of  meth3dated 
spirits,  standards  for  industrial  and  mineralised  spirits,  and  the 
manufacture  of  methylated  spirits  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Regulations  may  be  seen  by  British  traders  interested  on 
application  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.  1,939  and  C.I.B.  4,924.) 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  a  copy  of  a  Substitute  Notice 

_  ,  ,  .  , .  (No.  103),  dated  7th  January,  1914,  which  has 
^  ^  been  issued  under  Sec.  139  of  the  “Customs  Act, 

1901-1910,”  and  which  directs  that  the  under- 
u  s  1  u  8.  mentioned  articles  shall  be  chargeable  with  the 

*  Vi».  : — Under  Statutory  Rules  Nos.  29  of  1907,  37  of  1910,  and  160  of  1911. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  — coTitiAved. 

duty  leviable  on  butter  {viz.,  3d.  per  lb.)  on  importation  into  the 
(commonwealth  ; — 

“  Criscol,” 

*•  Scon,” 

“  Flex,”  and 
“  Kabur.” 

The  Notice  adds  that  the  importation  of  substitutes  for  butter  is 
prohibited,  unless  the  preparations  are  coloured  and  marked,  as  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Customs  Regulations  (Sec.  52  (/ )  of  the  Customs  Act, 
1901-10).  (C.  1,93S.) 


DOMINION  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 


Proposed 
Regulation  of 
Importation  of 
Bees  and  Honey. 


The  Hoard  of  Trade  have  received  from  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  in 
New  Zealand  copy  of  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Apiaries 
Act  of  1908,  which  related  to  the  local  keeping 
and  inspection  of  bees  in  the  Dominion. 

The  present  Bill,  which  has  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives,  provides,  inter  alia,  that  the 
Governor  may  from  time  to  time,  by  Order  in  Council  gazetted, 
prohibit  or  regulate — 

(a)  The  introduction  into  New  Zealand,  either  generally  or 
from  any  specified  place,  of  any  bees,  honey,  comb-foundation, 
appliances,  or  other  thing  which  is  diseased  or  infected  with 
disease,  or  which,  in  his  opinion,  is  likely  to  introduce  any 
disease  into  New  Zealand  ;  or 

(b)  The  removal  of  bees,  &c.  from  one  part  of  New  Zealand 
to  another. 

The  Governor-in-Council  is  further  empowered  to  make  regulations 
providing  for — 

(1)  The  inspection,  grading,  packing,  marking,  stamping, 
branding  and  labelling  of  honey,  and 

(2)  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  honey  from  New 

Zealand  otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  such  conditions  as 
may  be  prescribed.  (C.I.B.  4,454.) 


RUSSIA. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  of 
translation  of  a  circular  of  the  Russi-an  Customs 
Department,  dated  the  20th  January/2nd  Februarj'^, 
1914,  notifying  that,  in  accordance  with  the  Ukases 
of  the  Ruling  Senate  of  the  7th/20th  May,  1913 
(Nos.  6062  and  6066),  foreign  paraffin  prepared  from 
any  material  other  tlian  petroleum  is  not  subject 
to  the  excise  duty  of  60  copecks  per  poud 
(3s.  11^.  per  cwt )  which  was  imposed  in  1906  on  domestic  or 
imported  products  obtained  by  distilling  or  treating  petroleum 
chemically  or  otherwise.  In  order  that  imported  paraffin  prepared 
from  materials  other  than  petroleum  may  be  admitted  free  of  excise 


Exemption  from 
Excise  Duty  of 
imported  Paraffin 
prepared  from 
Materials  other 
than  Petroleum. 
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RUSSIA  — continued. 

duty,  the  consignee  must  present  to  the  Customs  Department  a 
certiBcate  issued  by  the  consignor,  signed  by  a  “  local  legal  authority  ” 
and  witnessed  by  a  Russian  Consul,  which  attests  that  the  paraffin 
was  not  made  from  petroleum. 

The  signature  of  a  mayor  or  some  similar  authority  will  not  be 
accepted ;  the  certificate  must,  moreover,  be  presented  to  the 
Customs  before  examination  of  the  consignment.  Certificates  received 
subsequent  to  examination  will  not  be  accepted  in  any  circumstances, 
and  excise  duty  will  be  charged.  (C.  1,771.) 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  of 
information  to  the  eflfect  that  the  Russian  Minis¬ 
tries  of  Commerce  and  Finance  have  sanctioned 
the  duty-free  re-importation  into  Russia,  subject 
to  the  observance  of  the  Regulations  of  the  26th 
July/8th  August,  1912,*  of  sacks  used  for  the 
exportation  of  Russian  wool,  and  then  returned  to 
Russia  empty.  (C.  i,776.) 


Duty-free 
Be-importation  of 
Sacks  which  have 
served  for  the 
Export  of  Russian 
Wool. 


NETHERLANDS. 


Customs 

Decisions. 


The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  of  copy 
and  translation  of  a  Decree  of  the  Dutch  Minister 
of  Finance,  dated  the  5th  February,  which  deter¬ 
mines  the  duty  applicable  under  the  Netherlands 
Customs  Tariff  to  various  articles  on  importation  into  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  Some  of  these  decisions  are  noted  below  : — 

[1  florin  (100  ct8.)  =  l8.  8d. ;  100  kilog8.  =  i!20'46  lbs.]. 


*  Articles. 

1 

j  Kate  of  Duty. 

1 

Saccharine  tablets,  imported  in  packages  not  exceeding  100  grammes 

FIs.  cts. 

— dutiable  as  “  Small  wares*’ . 

5  %  ad  vat. 

Sacchaiinc  tablets  imported  in  larger  packages  . 

Free 

Saccharine  in  the  form  of  powder  . 

Apparatus  for  receiving  submarine  bell  signals  (consisting  princi¬ 
pally  of  two  cast-iron  tanks  fixed  to  the  ship’s  side,  each  tank 
containing  a  microphone  connected  by  an  electric  cable  with  a 
telephone  on  board  the  ship),  if  the  component  parts  are  imported 

Free 

together . : 

Note. — Bells  used  for  such  signalling,  which  are  fixed  under 

Free 

water  to  buoys,  piers,  lightships,  &c . 

Filleted  herrings,  imported  in  airtight  tins,  of  any  size,  dutiable 

as  “  Confectionery  ”  . 

Screws  and  nut-bolts  for  fastening  machine  belts — dutiable,  when 

5  ofo  ad  ral. 

100  kilogs.  2.5  00 

imported  scjiarately,  according  to  the  principal  component  part...  j 
Stretching  slide-rails,  generally  used  for  moving  dynamos  or  motors 
erectetl  on  them  in  order  to  tighten  slack  driving  belts — classed  as  ‘ 

b  %  ad  ral. 

“  Faetory  machinery  ” . ^ 

Plates  of  asbestos  cement,  pressed  in  various  shapes,  destined  to  be  , 

Free 

used  for  wainscoting,  door-panels,  wall-panels,  ceiling-panels,  &c. 

Free 

*  See  the  notice  at  pp.  146-147  of  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”  fo  the  17th 
July,  1913. 
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NETHER  LAN 

Articles. 

Hate  of  Duty 

(irate  bars  for  furnaces  and  otlier  fire-places— classified  as  parts  of 
factory  machines  (unless  they  are  evidently  parts  of  a  machine 

FIs.  cts. 

which  is  not  exempt  from  duty)  ...  .  ...  . 

Trhruit,  baked  of  unlx)lte<l  wheat  flour,  without  sufjar  or  other 

Free 

substances,  in  the  form  of  rolls  or  wafers  . 

We/in  lUin-toppUng  hlochu  for  ships’  davits,  dutiable  according  to 

Free 

the  i)rincipal  component  part . 

Spinning  fat  (a  mixture  of  solid  mineral  fat  and  about  20  per  cent. 

5  %  ad  ral. 

of  soap)  . 

Spinning  flit  (a  mixture  of  mineral  oil  and  about  1.5  per  cent,  of 

Free 

soap)— <lutiable  as  “  Oils  not  specially  mentioned” . 

Linneed  nil  oxidhed  into  a  hard  max»,  for  the  manufacture  of 

100  kilogs.  0  55 

linoleum . 

Knlarging  and  reducing  maehinex,  used  by  lithographers,  draughts¬ 
men,  engravers,  painters,  Ac.,  consisting  of  a  rectangular 
sheet  of  rubber  held  in  an  inn  frame,  which  sheet  can  be 
stretcherl  uniformly  both  lengthways  and  across  by  means  of 
stretching  screws,  and  destined  for  reproducing  colour  prints  and 
other  pictures  in  various  sizes — dutiable  according  to  their 

Free 

principal  component  part  . 

5  o/f)  ad  tal. 

(G.  1,872.) 


FRANCE. 

A  Circular  of  the  French  Customs  Department  (No.  4,486),  draws 
attention  to  a  recent  Law  and  Decree  making 
applicable  in  France  and  Algeria  the  provisions 
of  Articles  23  and  27  of  the  Geneva  Convention 
respecting  the  use  of  the  emblem  of  the  Red  Cross 
on  a  white  ground  and  the  words  “  Red  cross  ”  or 
“Geneva  cross”  {Croix  rouge  or  Croix-de-Genece). 
The  Circular  prohibits  the  importation  into  France 
and  Algeria  of  goods  or  merchandise  so  marked  or  of  which  the 
papers,  wrappings  or  packings  are  so  marked,  and  directs  the 
Customs  authorities  to  cause  such  goods  or  products  to  be  re¬ 
exported  to  the  place  from  which  they  were  sent. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  at  pages  142-3  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade 
Journal’  for  the  19th  January,  1911,  respecting 
the  regulations  for  the  “  temporary  admission,” 
through  certain  Custom  houses,  of  damaged 
sweet  almonds  and  of  bitter  almonds,  imported  in 
order  that  the  oil  may  be  extracted  from  them  for 
exportation,  a  recent  French  Customs  Circular 
(No.  4,491)  notifies  a  Ministerial  decision  to  the 
effect  that  such  “  temporary  admission  ”  may  now  take  place  through 
the  Custom  house  at  Nice,  as  well  as  through  that  at  Marseilles. 

(C.  1,890.) 


“  Temporary 
Admission  ”  of 
Almonds  for 
Extraction  of  Oil 
now  permitted 
at  Nice. 


Prohibition  of 
Importation  of 
Goods  marked 
with  Red  Cross 
(Geneva 
Convention). 


FRANCE  (ALGERIA). 

Prohibition  of  Importation 

of  Goods  Marked  with  Red  See  notice  under  the  heading  of  “France,” 
Cross  (Geneva  Convention).  above. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  of 
_  ...  copy  and  translation  of  a  Costa  Rican  Con- 

mposi  ^ono  gressional  Decree,  dated  the  20th  November, 

Imported  Cattle.  jgjg  p„bii8hed  in  the  “  Gaceta  ”  of  the 

23rd  November,  which,  inter  alia,  imposes  a  tax  of  5  colones  per 
head  on  all  cattle  imported  into  the  Republic.  (C.  1,791.) 

[1  colon  (100  centavos)  is  worth  about  Is.  lOJil.]. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  of 
til  -ff  rr  +  4.  copy  and  translation  of  a  ruling  of  the  Costa  Rican 

an  rea  mra  ]VIinistry  of  Finance,  dated  the  2nd  February, 

0  er  am  o  s.  providing  that  in  cases  where  the  Customs  Tariff 
of  Costa  Rica  does  not  clearly  state  the  rate  of  duty  leviable  on  cloths 
and  stufis  into  the  composition  of  which  various  materials  enter  in  a 
proportion  of  less  than  50  per  cent.,  the  rate  of  duty  to  be  paid  shall 
be  the  average  of  the  rates  specified  for  each  one  of  the  component 
materials.  (C.  1,927.) 

ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign  Office,  of 


Prohibition 
of  Importation  of 
Animals,  Forage,  &c. 
from  Ireland. 

contact  therewith. 


telegraphic  information  to  the  effect  that  a 
Decree,  which  was  signed  on  the  27th  February, 
closes  ports  in  the  Argentine  to  cattle,  sheep, 
goats,  swine,  and  forage  coming  from  Ireland, 
as  well  as  to  utensils  which  have  been  in 

(0.  1,911.) 


EXCISE  REGULATIONS. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  from  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  in 
.  j  /I  IT  •  Australia  copy  of  Statutory  Rules  (No.  345  of 
®  1913),  dated  19th  December  last,  which  have  been 

eg  a  ions.  issued .  by  the  Commonwealth  Department  for 
Trade  and  Customs  under  the  Fxcise  Act  of  1901. 

Under  the  present  Rules  all  regulations  previously  in  force  under 
the  above-mentioned  Act  are  repealed,  and  at  the  same  time  amended 
regulations  are  substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

These  Regulations  prescribe  that  drawback  of  the  full  amount  of 
the  excise  duty  paid  may  be  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of  the 
following  excisable  articles  : — 

Spirits.  Cigars.  Snuff  Starch. 

Tobacco.  Cigarettes.  Beer. 

Provisions  are  also  prescribed  relative  to  the  manufacture,  &c.,  of 
tobacco,  delivery  of  samples  of  Australian  spirits,  fortification  of 
Australian  wine,  the  use  of  spirits  for  vinegar  making  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  scents  and  toilet  preparations,  the  manufacture  of 
starch  and  glucose,  the  labelling  and  carriage  of  excisable  goods, 
and  other  miscellaneous  matters. 

The  Regulations  may  be  seen  by  British  traders  interested  on 
application  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (^*  1,937  &  C.I.B.  4,924.) 
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SHIPPING  AND  TRANSPORT. 


FEDERATED  MALAY  STATES. 


Railway 
Communication 
with  Siam. 


The  Acting  Commissioner  for  Trade  and  Customs  at  Kuala  Lumpur 
(the  Board  of  Trade  Correspondent  for  the 
Federated  Malay  States)  reports  that  important 
railway  extensions  are  now  in  progress  in  the 
Malay  Peninsula.  The  most  important  is  the 
line  from  Bukit-Mertajam,  in  Province  Wellesley,  passing  through 
Kedah  and  Perlis  to  connect  at  Ootapao  with  the  Siamese  Southern 
Railway  (see  p.  549  of  last  w'eek’s  issue  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade 
Journal  ”).  It  is  anticipated  that  in  1917  there  will  be  direct  railway 
communicaticm  between  Singapore,  Penang  and  Bangkok,  placing 
Penang  within  36  hours  of  Bangkok,  instead  of  6  or  7  days  as  at 
present. 

A  line  now  runs  from  Johore  Bharu,  vid  Gemas,  on  the  Johore- 
Negri-Sembilan  frontier,  to  Tembeling,  in  Pahang.  It  is  proposed  to 
extend  this  line  into  Kelantan  in  order  to  join  up  wdth  the  railway  now 
being  built  southwards  from  the  port  of  Tumpat.  This  would  form 
another  junction  with  the  Siamese  Southern  Railway. 

'The  Federated  Malay  States  Railway  Department  is  considering  a 
scheme  for  the  development  of  Prai,  Province  Wellesley,  including 
the  construction  of  2,400  feet  of  wharf  frontage  with  a  depth  of 
30  feet  alongside.  Further  developments  are  in  progress  at  Port 
Swettenham  w'hich  are  calculated  to  enable  three  times  the  present 
volume  of  traffic  to  be  dealt  with.  4,917.) 


The  Acting  Commissioner  for  Trade  and  Customs  has  also  forwarded 
a  copy  of  the  Tariff  Book  of  the  Federated  Malay 
1  States  Railw’ays,  containing  the  regulations,  classi- 

*  fication,  rates  and  conditions  for  the  conveyance 

of  passengers,  luggage,  par  cels,  goods,  live  stock,  &c. 

The  Tariff  Book  may  be  consulted  by  United  Kingdom  firms  at  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall 
Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B  .4,917.) 


RUSSIA  (FINLAND). 

The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Hango  reports  that  the  new  through 
-1  traffic  route,  which  will  probably  be  opened  at 
Through  ^way  beginning  of  July,  uniting  the  Russian  and 
..  r  innish  railways  by  means  of  a  new  bridge  across 
e  ango  Neva  at  St.  Petersburg,  will  no  doubt  greatly 

,  increase  the  Russian  import  and  export  trade  via 

S  .  e  ers  urg.  Hango.  This  port  is  the  best  open  port  in  the 
Baltic  during  the  whole  year,  and  every  facility  is  to  be  offered  for 
traffic  of  the  largest  dimensions.  The  harbour  is  deep  enough  for 
the  largest  vessels,  and  the  railway  runs  along  the  quay,  w'here 
powerful  cranes  are  provided.  The  harbour  railway  belongs  to  the 
Government,  and  the  harbour  fees  are  said  to  be  the  lowest  in  the 
Baltic.  (U.  1,743.) 
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UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA.  MEXICO. 

The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Mazatlan  (Mr.  G.  E.  S.  Watson) 
reports  that  the  North  Pacific  Steamship 
Company  announces  that  it  has  chartered 
the  Ss.  Cetriana,  and  that  it  will  establish  a 
permanent  first-class  cargo,  passenger,  and 
express  service  between  San  Francisco  and  San  Pedro  and  the 
Mexican  ports  of  Mazatlan,  San  Bias,  Manzanillo,  and  other  ports 
north  of  Manzanillo,  provided  that  sufficient  cargo  is  offered. 

(C.I.B.  4,721.) 


New  S.S.  Service 
between  California 
and  Mexican  Ports. 


MINERALS,  METALS  AND  MACHINERY. 


Government 
Bonus  for 
Discovery  of 
Petroleum. 


SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

The  “  Bulletin  ”  of  29th  January  of  the  South  Australian  Official 
Intelligence  Bureau  at  Adelaide  states  that, 
although  rumours  have  been  current  for  some 
years  past  of  the  discovery  of  oil  deposits  on 
Kangaroo  Island  and  the  western  coast  of  Eyre’s 
Peninsula,  a  recently-issued  report  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Geologist,  who  w’as  deputed  to  investigate  the  matter,  is  against 
the  likelihood  of  oil  being  discovered  in  those  localities.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  Geologist  states  that  in  the  light  of  what  is  so  far  known  with 
regard  to  the  districts  he  is  unable  to  recommend  the  expenditure  of 
capital  in  boring  for  oil.  In  view,  however,  of  the  great  value  of  an 
oilfield  being  tapped,  the  Government  has  offered  a  bonus  of  £5,000  to 
the  person  or  body  corporate  first  obtaining,  from  a  bore  or  well  situated 
in  South  Australia,  100,000  gallons  of  crude  petroleum  containing 
not  less  than  90  per  cent,  of  products  obtainable  by  distillation.  The 
Minister  of  Mines  must  be  furnished,  inter  alia,  with  samples  of 
the  strata  passed  through  by  the  bores,  to  be  taken  at  every  50  ft. 
sunk,  and  with  a  certificate  of  the  Government  Analyst  of  the  result 
of  his  analysis  of  samples  of  the  oil.  The  oil  must  be  stored  at  the 
bore  or  well  from  which  it  is  obtained  until  the  whole  100,000  gallons 
have  accumulated. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 

H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  for  South  Africa  (Sir  R.  Sothern  Holland) 
Ri  f  ^1  •  ’■sports  that  the  owner  of  some  kaolin  deposits  in 
ao  in  or  e  .  Q^pg  Colony  is  desirous  of  getting  into  touch  with 
amp  e  on  lew.  Kingdom  manufacturei-s  of  pottery,  paper, 

calico  or  linen,  &c.,  who  are  open  to  purchase  this  maferial. 

An  analysis  of  this  kaolin  is  said  to  have  shown  it  to  be  a  very  rich 
and  pure  china-clay  which,  owing  to  the  entire  absence  of  all 
grittiness,  would  be  specially  suitable  for  porcelain  ware. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  enquirer  may  be  obtained,  and  a 
sample  of  the  kaolin  seen,  by  United  Kingdom  manufacturers 
interested  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E  C.  (C.l.B.,4,.544.) 
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Development  of 
the  “  Prodameta  ” 
Iron  and  Steel 
Syndicate. 

employ  well  over 


RUSSIA. 

According  to  the  “  Horsen  Zeitung  ”  (Berlin)  of  17th  February,  the 
Russian  Iron  and  Steel  Syndicate,  “  Proiaraeta,” 
has  developed  considerably  since  its  renewal  at 
the  beginning  of  1912,  and  its  establishments  (7  in 
Poland,  2  in  the  Urals,  2  in  the  Baltic  Provinces, 
2  in  Central  Russia,  and  16  in  South  Russia)  now 
100,000  workers.  The  working  capital  of  the 
works  in  the  Syndicate  now  amounts  to  250  million  roubles,  and  is 
distributed  as  follows; — 175  million  roub’es  in  the  Urals,  23  million 
roubles  in  Poland,  23^  million  roubles  in  South  Russia,  8^  million 
roubles  in  Central  Russia,  and  8  million  roubles  in  the  Baltic 
Provinces.  Lately,  various  increases  in  prices  have  been  intro¬ 
duced,  especially  for  ore  and  pig-iron.  In  the  Russian-Polish  works 
the  finished-iron  production  and  steel  working  was  28  per  cent,  higher 
in  1913  than  in  1912,  whilst  the  pig-iron  production  increased  by 
31  per  cent.,  and  the  production  of  half-finished  iron  and  steel  by 
23  per  cent.  The  branch  establishments  of  most  of  the  Upper 
Silesian  works  in  Russian  Poland  and  the  rest  of  Russia  are  under 
the  control  of  the  “  Prodameta  ”  Syndicate. 

Rouble  =  28.  lid. 


UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA. 


The  “  Iron  Age”  (New  York)  of  19th  February  publishes  statistics, 
recently  issued  by  the  American  Iron  and  Steel 
Institute,  according  to  which  the  production  of 
pig  iron  in  the  United  States  in  1913  was  as 
follows,  the  figures  for  the  two  previous  years 
being  added  for  purposes  of  comparison  : — 


Pig  Iron 
Production  in 
1913. 


— 

1911. 

1912. 

19i:4. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Bessemer  and  low  phosphorus  ... 

9,409,.303 

11,664,015 

11,693,385 

Basic  . 

8,520,020 

11,417.886 

12, .537.746 

Charco."!!  . 

278,676 

347,025 

339  981 

Feiro-manganese . 

74,482 

12.5,378 

119,496 

Spiegeleisen 

1 10,236 

96.346 

110, .338 

Foundrj,  ferro-silicon,  &c.  . 

6,256,830 

6,076,287 

6,265, .3.56 

Total  . 

23,649,647 

29,726,937 

SO, 966, .301 
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AGRICULTURAL  &  FOREST  PRODUCTS. 

UNITED  KINGDOM. 

The  prices  of  Biitish  corn  per  quarter  of  8  bushels,  as  received 
_  p  .  from  the  Inspectors  of  Corn  Returns  in  the  week 

om  rices.  ended  28th  February,  1914,  were  as  follows: — 

Wheat  ...  . 31s.  Od. 

Barley  ...  ...  ...  ...  268.  6d. 

Oats  ...  ...  ...  ...  18s.  lid. 

For  further  particulars  see  p.  619. 

A  statement  is  published  on  p.  620  showing  the  quantities  of  the 
various  descriptions  of  agricultural  produce 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
week  ended  28th  February,  1914,  as  well  as  of  the 
imports  during  the  corresponding  week  of  1913. 

The  number  of  bales  of  cotton  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  week  ended  26th  Februarj’-,  1914,  was 
Cotton  Statistics.  73,040  (including  405  bales  British  West  Indian, 
37  bales  British  West  African,  and  406  bales 
foreign  East  African),  and  the  number  imported  during  the  nine 
weeks  ended  26th  February  was  1,173,853  (including  1,585  bales 
British  West  Indian,  119  bales  British  West  African,  2,128  bales 
British  East  African,  and  633  bales  foreign  East  African).  The 
number  of  bales  exported  during  the  week  ended  26th  February  was 
14,910,  and  during  the  nine  weeks,  93,338. 

For  further  details  see  p.  619. 


Imports  of 
Agricultural 
Produce. 


CEYLON. 

The  following  statistics  of  the  exports  of  rubber  of  domestic  produc¬ 
tion  from  Ceylon  during  the  month  of  November, 
Rubber  Exports,  and  the  eleven  months  ended  November,  1912  and 
1913,  have  been  extracted  from  official  returns 
issued  by  the  Ceylon  Government : — 


To 

Nov., 

1912. 

Nov., 

1913. 

!  Jan.-Nov., 

I  1912. 

Jan.-Nov., 

1913. 

United  Kingdom . 

United  States  . 

Other  countries  . 

Lbs. 

1  887,156 
,  6.37,192 
'  168,237 

Lbs. 

j  1,581,655 
,  508,358 
i  417,799 

1 

Lbs. 

7,157,605 
4,116,776  ; 
'  1,735,958  i 

Lbs. 

12,4.58,869 

5,476,012 

4,373,665 

Total  exports  of  rubber  of 
domestic  production 

1,692,585 

1 

'2,507,812 

1 

;  13,010,339 

22,308,546 

DUTCH  GUIANA. 

De  West”  (Surinam)  of  27th  January  states  that  the 
production  of  balata  in  Dutch  Guiana  in  1913 
amounted  to  1,086  tons,  as  compared  with  727 
tons  in  1912,  and  1,146  tons  in  the  record  year 
of  1911.  The  comparatively  high  production  was 
secured  by  a  larger  number  of  labourers  being  employed  than  in 


The  issue  of 

Balata 

Production  in 
1913. 
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DUTCH  GUIANA  — continued. 

1911,  and  a  quantity  of  balata  left  in  the  bush  on  account  of  the 
drought  in  1912  was  also  collected.  The  trees  were  generally 
running  better  last  year  than  in  1912. 

The  increasing  abuses  in  connection  with  the  collection  of  the 
balata,  combined  with  the  great  falling-off  in  the  market  price,  have 
rendered  the  industry  now  anything  but  profitable,  whilst  the  present 
mode  of  working,  without  any  definite  system,  must  necessarily  shorten 
the  duration  of  the  industry.  Investigations  in  the  second  balata  zone 
have  shown  that,  when  the  first  zone  is  exhausted,  a  continuation  of 
this  industry  will  entail  serious,  if  not  insurmountable,  obstacles. 

{C.I.B.  4,719.) 


PORTUGAL. 

The  following  information  is  from  the  supplementary  report  by 
Mr.  C.  Wingfield,  of  H.M.  Legation  at  Lisbon,  on  the  trade  of 
Portugal,  which  will  shortly  be  issued : — 

Reports  were  prevalent  at  the  end  of  the  summer  of  1913  that  the 
great  heat  had  dried  up  the  olives  and  that  the 
Olive  Crop  of  1913.  crop  w'ould  be  very  bad.  Enquiries  made  of  one 
of  the  large  oil  merchants  in  Lisbon  make  it  clear 
that  these  evil  prophecies  have  proved  quite  true.  It  would  appear 
that  the  actual  yield  of  olives  was  very  small,  that  such  olives  as  were 
picked  wore  very  poor  in  oil,  and  that  the  oil  they  produced  was  of  a 
very  bad  quality. 

It  has  been  very  difficult  to  obtain  any  definite  or  general  information 
as  to  the  1913  vintage.  From  enquiries  made  of  a 
Vintage  of  1913.  gentleman  who  manages  a  large  wine  estate  near 
Lisbon  it  would  appear,  however,  that  in  the 
Province  of  Estremadura  (the  one  in  which  Lisbon  is  situated)  the 
heat  in  June  and  August  burnt  up  the  grapes  considerably,  but  that 
the  vintage  was  saved  from  complete  disaster  by  rain  coming  in 
October  just  before,  and  while,  the  grapes  were  picked.  The  rain, 
however,  coming  at  that  moment,  diminished  the  strength  of  the 
wine.  In  some  parts  of  Estremadura,  w'here  the  usual  strength  is 
13  9  degrees  Gay  Lussac,  it  was  only  10  degrees.  The  quantity  pro¬ 
duced  was  also  much  smaller,  and  it  is  known  that  one  vineyard  at 
Lumiar  near  Lisbon,  which  has  an  average  production  of  about  100 
pipes  of  wine,  produced  only  about  60  pipes  in  1913. 


ITALY  (TRIPOLITANIA). 

at  Home  reports  the  publication  of  an  Italian 
Royal  Decree,  which  provides  that  the  har¬ 
vesting  of  esparto  grass  in  Tripolitania  is 
permitted  in  districts  which  will  be  specified  b}’^ 
the  Governor,  who  will  also  cause  each  district  to 
be  sub-divided  into  three  zones  which  shall  successively  come  under 
cultivation  in  such  a  manner  that  two  zones  shall  lie  fallow  each  year. 
The  Governor  may  also  suspend  harvesting  for  a  period  of  not  more 
than  three  years  in  zones  in  which  he  considers  it  necessary  to  allow 
the  esparto  grass  to  lie  fallow'. 


H.M.  Embassy 

Regulation  of  the 
Esparto  Grass 
Industry. 
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ITALY  (TRIPOLITANIA)-<(.«<i««^i. 

In  all  cases  the  harvesting  of  esparto  is  prohibited  during  four 
months  of  each  year,  the  months  being  fixed  annually  by  the 
Governor.  Harvesting  is  only  to  be  carried  on  by  hand  or  with  a 
stick  so  that  the  leaves  may  be  exported  without  damage  to  the 
sheath.  Any  person  desiring  to  set  up  a  store  or  premises  for  trading 
in  or  manipulating  esparto  grass  must  first  obtain  permission  from 
the  Governor. 

A  translation  of  the  decree  may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  firms 
interested  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.  1,151.), 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  (PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS). 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Manila  (Mr.  A.  E.  Wileman)  reports  that, 
„  .  according  to  the  local  press,  a  twenty  years’ 

_  ,  ,  concession  for  the  working  ot  about  15(1  square 

ran  e  .  miles  of  timber  lands  in  the  island  of  Mindanao^ 

has  been  granted  to  the  Kolambugan  Lumber  Company,  the 
controlling  interest  in  which  is  held  by  two  well-known  British 
companies.  (C.  1,642.) 


PERSIA. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  on  p.  40  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade 

_  .  .  -  Journal  ”  of  2nd  January,  1913,  relative  to  raisins 

Raisins  from  j  j  •  V  a  u  ••  ..u 

.  ,  _  produced  in  the  Province  ot  Azerbaijan,  the 

zer  aijan .  Acting  British  Consul  at  Tabriz  (Mr.  W.  A. 

amp  es  on  lew.  gjjj^rt)  has  now'  forwarded  further  samples  of  eight 
varieties  of  raisins  prepared  from  grapes  grown  in  that  Province, 
whence  raisins  are  exported  to  tl^p  annual  value  of  from  A'150,000 
to  £190,000,  practically  the  whole  amount  going  to  Hussia. 

The  samples  of  raisins  may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  dried 
fruit  merchants  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

(C.I.B.  24,716/13.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  for  South  Africa  (Sir  R.  Sothern  Holland) 
reports  that  the  “  Cape  Provincial  Gazette  ”  of 
Gth  February  publishes  regulations  governing  the 
conditions  under  which  public  cinematograph 
exhibitions  may  be  given  in  Cape  Town. 

As  regards  the  apparatus,  it  is  laid  down  that  the 
lanterns  must  be  fitted  with  a  metal  shutter  which  can  be  readily 
inserted  between  the  light  and  the  film  gate.  The  film  passage  is  to 
be  sufficiently  narrow  to  prevent  flames  travelling  along  it.  Film 
boxes  must  have  a  film  slot  so  constructed  as  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  flame  into  the  interior  of  the  box. 

The  “  Gazette,”  containing  the  text  of  the  regulations,  may  be  seett, 
by  United  Kingdom  makers  of  cinematograph  appliances  at  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basing¬ 
hall  Street,  London,  E.C.  (C.I.B.  4,543.) 


Regulations  for 
Cinematograph 
Theatres  in 
Cape  Town. 
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Proposed 
Regulation  of 
Sale  of  Poisons. 


CEYLON. 

The  “  Ceylon  Government  Gazette  ”  of  23rd  January  last  publishes  the 
draft  of  a  proposed  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the 
registration  of  chemists,  druggists  and  apothe¬ 
caries,  and  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  sale 
of  poisons  in  Ceylon. 

The  Ordinance  proposes,  inter  alia,  that  no  person  may  sell,  or 
expose,  or  offer  for  sale,  or  keep  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing, 
or  compounding  drugs  or  poisons,  unless  he  holds  a  licence  issued 
under  this  Ordinance,  and  unless  he  is  a  registered  person,  or 
employs  a  registered  person  personally  to  superintend  and  manage 
the  sale,  dispensing,  and  compounding  of  drugs  and  poisons.  No 
person  may  sell  any  poison  either  wholesale  or  retail  unless  the  box 
bottle,  vessel,  wrapper  or  cover  containing  the  poison  is  distinctly 
marked  with  the  name  of  the  article  and  the  word  “  poison  ”  in 
English,  Sinhalese,  and  Tamil,  as  well  as  the  name  and  address  of 
the  seller. 

The  Ordinance  is  not  to  apply  to  the  sale  of  medicines  or 
poisons  by  medical  practitioners,  dentists,  veterinary  surgeons,  &c., 
nor  to  the  sale  by  any  person  of  patent,  proprietary,  or  homoeopathic 
medicines  if  sold  in  any^  box,  bottle,  vessel,  or  parcel  and  under 
wrapper  or  cover  as  imported  into  Ceylon,  or  as  prepared  by^  any 
registered  person ;  provided  that  such  box,  bottle,  vessel,  or  parcel 
is  properly  secured  and  bears  the  seal,  name,  or  trade  mark  of  the 
proprietor,  inventor,  or  manufacturer  thereof,  and  directions  for 
its  use. 

The  “  Gazette,”  containing  the  text  of  the  proposed  Ordinance,  may 
be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  firms  interested  at  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C.  (C.  1,464.) 


NORWAY. 

The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Porsgrund  (Mr.  C.  Knudsen)  reports  that 
in  July,  1913,  the  Storthing  voted  the  construction 
of  a  broad-gauge  railway  from  Noraguto  to  Pors¬ 
grund,  making  the  latter  the  terminus  of  the 
Rjukan  line.  Other  lines  are  also  under  con¬ 
struction  whereby  Porsgrund  will  be  connected 
with  Christiania  vid  Kongsberg  and  Drammen, 
with  Trondhjem,  and  with  Christiansand  (S.). 

The  local  authorities  at  Porsgrund  are  stated  to  be  fully  alive  to 
the  great  possibilities  these  new  means  of  communication  give  to  the 
town.  With  a  view  to  developing  local  industries,  the  Corporation 
has — conjointly  with  the  neighbouring  municipalities  of  Gjerpen  and 
Solum — acquired  two  waterfalls  in  Eastern  Telemarken,  and  will  in 
the  near  future  have  about  30,000  horse  power  available.  Some  of 
this  power  is  required  for  lighting  purposes,  and  some  has  already 
been  engaged  by  small  factories  ;  recently  from  6,000  to  10,000  h.p. 
have  been  engaged  by  a  Swiss  company  which  is  to  erect  a  factory 
for  alloys  of  iron  and  for  carbide  on  the  Roligheden  island. 


Possible 
Industrial 
Development  of 
Porsgmnd  and 
District. 
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NORWAY-  continued. 

The  municipal  and  harbour  authorities  are  now  considering  the 
question  of  how  best  to  utilise  the  considerable  potentialities  which 
have  been  opened  up  to  the  town  and  district  by  the  fact  that  it  is 
to  become  the  terminus  of  a  great  broad-gauge  railway  system. 
Schemes  are  being  formulated  for  the  extension  of  the  port  of 
Porsgrund  by  the  construction  of  quays  in  direct  connection  with 
the  railway  system,  and  provided  with  the  most  up-to-date  appliances 
for  loading  and  discharging,  so  as  to  enable  the  port  to  cope  with 
the  great  import  and  export  trade  which,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  will 
develop,  for  the  simple  and  natural  reason  that  Porsgrund  will  be 
in  a  position  to  serve  the  interests  of  international  trade  on  the  best 
terms. 

This  town  possesses  excellent  natural  qualifications  for  becoming 
one  of  the  very  first  ports  of  Norway,  viz.,  as  a  port  of  import 
and  export  for  one  of  its  most  active  and  promising  industrial 
centres,  and  also  for  transit  trade,  in  which  respect  the  town  will  in 
all  probability  offer  great  advantages,  with  its  easily  accessible  and 
spacious  port,  and  its  very  favourably  situated  and  extensive  areas 
for  commercial  and  industrial  purposes.  ’  (C.I.B.  4,472.) 


Formation  of 
Cotton  Exchange 
at  Ghent. 


BELGIUM. 

II. M.  Consul  at  Ghent  (Mr.  F.  Lethbridge)  reports  that  a  cotton 
exchange  was  opened  in  that  city  on  14th  Feb¬ 
ruary.  It  is  expected  that  the  establishment  of 
this  exchange  will  give  a  great  impetus  to  the 
importation  of  American  cotton  by  the  Galveston 
line  (which  has  been  in  existence  for  about  five  years),  and  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that,  whereas  this  line  brought  only  about  10,000  bales  of 
cotton  in  its  first  year,  it  has  alread}’’  brought  over  100,000  bales  to 
Ghent  this  season-. 

The  new  exchange  has  been  officially  recognised  by  the  Liverpool 
Cotton  Exchange,  which  has  undertaken  to  supply  daily  telegraphic 
communication  concerning  the  world’s  markets.  (C.I.B.  5,021.) 


PORTUGUESE  COLONIES. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Louren^o  Marques  (Mr.  E.  MacDonell) 
.  .  _  reports  the  publication,  in  the  “  Boletim  Oficial  de 

•p  ♦  ^  r  Mopambique  ”  of  6th  December,  of  a  Decree  (No. 

8  a  18  men  o  20O)  regulating  the  establishment  and  working 
of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines  in  Portuguese 
e  ep  ones.  colonies.  The  text  of  the  Decree  (in  Portuguese) 
may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  firms  interested  at  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  (Street, 
London,  E.C.  (C.  1,700.). 
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ITALY. 

According  to  the  Financial  Statement  for  1912-13  recently  presented 
to  the  Italian  Chamber  of  Deputies  by  the 
Finance  Minister,  the  contracts  for  the 
supply  of  stoi’es  and  material  for  the  Italian 
State  Railways  were  divided  between  Italian  and  foreign  firms  as 
follows  during  1912-13  : — 


Allocation  of  Railway 
Contracts  in  1912-13. 


Articles. 

1 

Value  of  purchases  made  during  1912>13. 

In  Italy.  j 

1  In  Foreign  Countries. 

Lire. 

1  Lire. 

Bolling  stock  . . 

87,846,581 

— 

Ploating  stock  . 

1,914,000 

890,560 

Metal  stores  and  equipment  . ' 

.36,691,165 

48,379,131 

8,114 

Coal  and  other  fuel  . 

j  72,409,403 

i 

Bleepers  of  wood,  iron,  reinforced 

concrete,  4cc . 

6,213,557 

Btationary  machinery  . 

6,437,576 

693,393 

Workshop  supplies,  spare  parts,  oils,  and 
miscellaneous  stores  . 

36,169,370 

1 

!  5,099,283 

1 

Total  . 

1 

223,641,380 

1 

79,100,763 

25  lire=  £1. 


NORTH  AMERICA. 

According  to  the  issue  of  the  “  Pacific  Fisherman  ”  (Seattle)  for 

,  _  ,  Januarj%  the  output  and  value  of  the  Pacific  Coast 

■D  v*  #  u  canned  salmon  pack  of  the  1913  season  were  as 

Pack  Of  Pacmc 

Coast  for  1913. 


Cases. 

Value. 

Alaska  . 

Puget  Sound  . 

Columbia  River  . 

Sacramento  River . 

Outside  streams . 

British  Columbia . 

3,746,493 

2,683,463 

266,479 

9.50 

112,161 

1,353,901 

Dollars. 

13,859,478 

13,329,168 

2,012,387 

7,600 

652,046 

8,803,213 

Total  . 

8,06.3,447 

38,563,891 

The  pack  of  1913  was  the  largest  since  the  inception  of  the  industry 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  showed  an  increase  of  2,106,494  cases  over 
1912. 

Details  of  the  quantities  of  the  various  grades  of  salmon  packed  in 
each  district  are  given  in  the  above-mentioned  publication,  which 
may  be  seen  by  United  Kingdom  firms  interested  at  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


Dollar  =  4s.  IJd. 
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Miscellaneous. 


PARAGUAY. 

H.M.  Charge  d’Affaires  at  Asuncion  writes  that  the  formidable  rise  in 
T  ,  the  price  of  cattle  in  Paraguay  during  the  past 

_  .  f  p  ®  phenomenon  which  does  not  appear  to  be 

nces  0  a  e.  generally  understood.  The  reasons  are  to  be 
sought  in  the  effects  of  foot-and-mouth  disease,  in  the  losses  arising 
out  of  a  series  of  revolutionary  disturbances  which  ceased  in  1912,  in 
the  opening  of  the  Argentine  market  to  Paraguayan  cattle,  and  in  the 
formation  of  new  cattle  camps  in  Paraguay. 

The  most  important  cause  is  the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  which 
appeared  in  Paraguay  in  1902-3,  and  which  was  probably  more 
widely  spread  in  1913  than  in  previous  years  owdng  to  the  drought 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  country.  The  disease  has  always 
assumed  a  mild  form,  but  the  indirect  loss  due  to  the  decline  in  repro¬ 
duction  is  the  factor  of  chief  importance.  If,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
present  outbreak,  the  disease  comes  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
calves  under  two  months  old  die,  and  the  cows  in  calf  miscarry  ;  the 
consequent  check  to  the  increase  of  stock  is  severe.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  outbreak  occurs  earlier  in  the  year,  the  ill  effects  are 
relatively  slight  and  transitory. 

The  enforced  requisitions  of  cattle  by  troops  in  the  field  have 
accounted  for  a  very  considerable  loss  to  the  owmers,  but  the  indirect 
losses  due  to  the  neglect  of  the  animals  during  the  calving  season, 
owing  to  the  farms  being  deprived  of  hands  and  horses,  are  even  more 
far-reaching. 

Twenty-years  ago  the  Paraguayan  and  Matto  Grosso  cattle  were  said 
to  be  the  best  in  South  America,  but  they  have  lost  that  position 
since  the  great  development  of  the  industry  in  Argentina  and  Uru¬ 
guay.  The  Paraguayan  camps  are  mostly  in  an  unimproved  condition, 
though  some  of  the  more  important  breeders  are  endeavouring  to 
improve  the  stock,  and  Hereford  and  Durham  cattle  have  been 
imported. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  cattle  explained  above,  as  well  as  to  the 
establishment  of  new  camps,  the  prices  of  cattle  rose  some  80  or 
90  per  cent,  in  1913,  and  in  August  stood  at  about  £4  for  cows,  £6 
for  steers,  and  from  £8  to  £9  10s.  for  bullocks. 

As  the  price  of  land  and  the  cost  of  living  are  ultimately  affected 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  price  of  cattle,  it  is  evident  that  if  no  material 
fall  in  price  takes  place,  and  it  is  not  anticipated,  the  conditions  of 
life  and  industry  in  Paraguay  must  undergo  considerable  modification. 

(C.  1,402.) 
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GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS.* 

TRADE  RETURNS  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

The  Monthly  Accounts  relating  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  month  of  January,  19H,  have  been  published.  The 
accounts,  which  are  issued  on  the  7th  or  8th  of  each  month,  may  be  pur¬ 
chased*  at  a  cost,  in  the  present  instance,  of  lid.  per  copy  (post  free  Is.  2d.). 

Attention  is  further  called  to  the  fact  that  three  volumes  of  the 
“Annual  Statement  of  the  Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Foreign 
Countries  and  British  Possessions  ”  for  the  year  1912  have  been  issued, 
and  may  be  purchased*  at  a  cost  of  5s.  5d.  (post  free  5s.  lid.)  for  the  first 
volume,  48.  Id.  (post  free  4s.  7d.)  for  the  second,  and  3s.  Id.  (post  free 
3s.  fid.)  for  the  third.  This  publication,  which  contains  much  more 
detailed  and  exhaustive  information  than  can  be  given  in  the  Monthly 
Accounts,  gives  in  the  first  volume  abstract  tables  for  the  years 
1908-1912,  and  detailed  statements  of  imports  and  exports  of  each 
article  consigned  from  and  to  each  countrj',  and  in  the  second  volume 
details  as  to  Customs  revenue,  transhipments  and  articles  in  bond, 
with  particulars  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  each  foreign 
country  and  British  Possession,  and  of  the  trade  at  each  port  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  third  volume  (supplement)  contains  a  classifica¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  followed  in  Volumes  I.  and  II.  of  the  “Annual  State¬ 
ment  ’’  for  1908  and  earlier  years. 

It  may  be  noted  that  beginning  with  the  issues  for  1909  the  figures  of 
Volumes  I.  and  II.  relate  to  the  countries  of  consignment  for  imports,  and 
countries  of  final  destination,  so  far  as  known,  for  exports.  A  supplementary 
volume  will  continue  to  be  issued,  in  which  particulars  will  be  given,  as  men¬ 
tioned  above,  on  the  same  basis  as  those  published  (up  to  the  year  1908) 
in  the  first  two  volumes.  By  this  means  it  will  be  possible  to  trace  the 
details  of  the  differences  resulting  from  the  change  of  system  for  a  further 
limited  period. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  LABOUR  GAZETTE. 

The  “  Board  of  Trade  Labour  Gazette  ”*  is  published  (price  Id.)  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  about  the  16th  of  each  month.  The  following  are 
among  the  more  important  contents  of  the  February  issue : — The 
Labour  Market  in  January  ;  Eecent  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Cases ;  Unemployment  Insurance ;  Work  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
Labour  Exchanges  in  1913;  Seamen’s  Pensions  in  Italy;  Trade 
Unions  in  the  United  States ;  The  South  African  Strike ;  Labour 
Statistics  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  for  Third  Quarter 
of  1913. 

COLONIAL  OFFICE  REPORT. 

The  following  report  has  been  issued  by  the  Colonial  Office  since 
the  last  number  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ”  :  — 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No.  88.  Imperial  Institute.  Selected  Reports  from  the  Scientific  and 
Technical  Department. — V.  Oil  Seeds,  Oils,  Fats,  and  Waxes. 

Price  Sid. 

•  Copies  of  Government  publications  may  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through 
any  bcwkseller,  from  Wyman  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  29,  Bream’s  Buildings,  Fetter  Lane 
London,  E.C. ;  and  64,  St.  Mary  Street,  Cardiff ;  or  H.M.  Stationery  Office  (Scottish 
Branch),  23.  Forth  Street,  Edinburgh  ;  or  E.  Ponsonhy,  Ltd.,  116,  Grafton  Street, 
Dublin  ;  or  from  the  Agencies  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies,  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Continent  of  Europe  and  Abroad  of  T.  Fisher  Unwin, 
London,  W.C. 
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Government  Publications. 


OTHER  GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS. 


Board  of  Aijricidhire  and  Fisheries.  Agricidtiiral  Slalistics,  1912. 
Vol.  XL  VII.  Part  V.  Colonial  and  Foreign  Statistics.  With  Index 
to  Vol.  XLVII.  iCd.  7,271.]  Price  7\d. 

This  is  the  fifth  and  final  part  of  Volume  XLVI.  of  the  annual 
Agricultural  Statistics  published  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  It  comprises  particulars,  in  continuation  of  those  given 
for  many  years  past,  of  agriculture  in  the  British  Empire  and  in 
foreign  countries,  and  it  also  contains  tables  relating  to  the  official 
prices  of  agricultural  commodities  in  certain  countries.  Statistics 
for  England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
respectively,  compiled  as  nearly  as  possible  on  the  same  plan  as  those 
given  for  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries,  are  also  (for  convenience 
of  comparison)  included  in  this  part  of  the  report,  although  some  of 
them  have  already  appeared  in  Part  I.  published  in  February,  1913. 


COLONIAL  OFFICE  REPORTS. 

The  following  Reports  relating  to  H.M.  Colonial  Possessions,  issued  since 
Ist  January,  1914,  may  be  obtained,  either  directly  or  through  any  bookseller, 
from  the  usual  Sale  Agents  for  Government  Publications  (see  list  on  Cover) 


No. 

Place, 

Price. 

780 

Annual— 

British  Guiana,  1912-13  . 

4d. 

781 

Entomological  Research  Committee,  1912-13  . 

Id, 

782 

Southern  Nigeria,  1912 . 

44d. 

78.3 

Jamaica,  1912-13  . 

3Jd. 

784 

British  Honduras,  1912  . 

Northern  Nigeria.  1912  . 

24d. 

786 

5id. 

786 

Malta,  1912-13 . 

6‘d. 

787 

Uganda,  1912-13  . 

6d. 

788 

Mauritius,  1912 . 

34d. 

789 

Straits  Settlements,  1912  . 

5Jd. 

790 

Trinidad  and  Tobago,  1912-13... 

64d. 

791 

East  Africa  Protectorate,  1912-13  . 

8(1. 

792 

Grenada, 1912  . 

3d, 

87 

Miscellaneous — 

Cevlon  :  Report  on  the  Results  of  the  Mineral  Survey  . 

IJd. 

_ 

Cyprus  :  Report  on  the  Prevention  of  Malaria  . 

2id. 

88 

Imperial  Institute  Reports— V^.  Oil-Seeds,  Fats,  and  Waxes 

81d. 
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Government  Publications. 


FOREIGN  OFFICE  REPORTS. 

The  following  Reports  of  H.M.  Diplomatic  and  Consular  OflBcers  which 
have  been  issued  in  the  Annual  and  Miscellaneous  Series  since  the  1st 
January,  1914,  may  be  obtained,  either  directly  or  through  any  bookseller, 
from  the  usual  Sale  Agents  for  Government  Publications  (see  list  on  Cover). 
The  titles  of  the  Miscellaneous  Series  are  printed  in  italic  type. 


No. 

Place. 

Price. 

No. 

Place. 

Price. 

EUROPE— 

AFRICA— 

France  and  Colonies : 

Morocco : 

62.56 

Algeria,  1912  . 

7d. 

5248 

Morocco,  1912  . 

5d. 

6252 

Dunkirk,  1912  . 

2d. 

6249 

French  Congo,  1911-12 

3d. 

ASIA— 

Germany  and  Colonies : 

5244 

Danzig,  1910-12  . 

4|d. 

■  Persia: 

5246 

Samoa.  1912  . 

Id. 

5255 

Bushire,  1912-13  . 

6d. 

5254 

Isfahan,  1912-13  . 

4d. 

Greece : 

6257 

Shiraz,  1912-13  . 

3d. 

5258 

The.ssaly,  1912  . 

4d. 

Siam : 

Netherlands  and  Colonies : 

6251 

Bangkok, 1912-13  . 

3id. 

5245 

Surinam,  1910-12 . 

3id. 

Norway : 

NORTH  AMERICA- 

6250 

Norway  (Supplementary), 

1912 . 

2d. 

5253 

United  States: 

Hawaii,  1912-13  . 

4id. 

1 

Portugal  and  Colonies : 

6S6  j 

Report  OH  a  Journey  made 
from  Chinde  to  Tete 

id. 

SOUTH  AMERICA— 

Turkey : 

Argentina : 

5247 

Smyrna,  1912-13  . 

4id.  1 

5243 

Buenos  Aires,  1912-13 

8Jd. 

TREATY  SERIES. 

The  following  numbers  of  the  Treaty  Series,  issued  by  the  Foreign  OflBce 
since  1st  January,  1914,  may  also  be  obtained,  either  directly  or  through  any 
bookseller,  from  the  usual  Sale  Agents  for  Government  Publications  (see  list 
on  Cover) : — 


No. 


20 

2 


Index  to  Treaty  Series,  1913... 


Price. 


Jcl. 


France. 

Parcel  Post  Agreement  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  P’rance  i  24d. 


Spain.  I 

3  Exchange  of  Notes  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Spain 
renewing,  for  a  further  period  of  five  years,  the  Arbitration  ! 
Agreement  signed  at  London,  February  27th,  1904  . ■  Jd. 


United  States.  i 

1  Exchange  of  Notes  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  , 
Unit^  States  of  America  respecting  the  Rendition  of  Fugitive  ! 
Criminals  between  the  State  of  North  Borneo  and  the  Philip-  ' 
pine  Islands  or  Guam  . '  Jd. 
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FOREIGN  &  COLONIAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  more  important  Articles  on  trade 
subjects  contained  in  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Publications  recently 
received  and  filed  for  reference  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  which  are  open  to  inspection  in  the 
Beading  Room  of  the  Branch  at  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.: — 

HEWSPAFEBS  AKD  PERIODICALS. 


Agricnltnral,  Dairy  and  Foreit  Products. 

Canned  Goods  Industry  of  Sicily. 

"Moniteur  Officiel''  (Paris),  19th  Feb. 

The  Rubber  Position. 

'•'Depiche  Coloniale"  (Paris),  22nd  Feb. 

Consumption  of  Salted  Meat,  Ac,  in  Sao 
Paulo. 

^'Bulletin  Officiel  du  Bretil"  (Paris), 
16th  Feb. 

Forest  Preservation  in  the  French  Colonies. 

^ Depeche  Coloniale”  (Paris),  21st  Feb. 

Camphor  Production  in  India. 

^Indian  Trade  Journal”  (Calcutta),  i 
29th  Jan.  (X.  160.)  I 

Sheep  Rearing  in  Algeria.  ' 

'^Bulletin  de  V Algerie"  (Paris),  15th 
Feb.  I 

Onion  Crop  of  Valencia.  ! 

Z>a»7y  CofMWar  JJeport.  (Washington),  ! 
.noth  Jan. 

Animals  and  Animal  Products  in  Tripoli.  • 

"Bulletin  de  V Algerie”  (Paris),  16th 
Feb. 

Ground-Nut  Export  Trade  of  Madras.  I 

"Indian  Trade  Journal”  (Calcutta), 
29th  Jan.  ' 

Tobacco  Industry  in  Bulgaria. 

" Nachrichten  fur  Handel”  (BerUn), 
20th  Feb.  I 

Machinery,  Hardware  and  Engineering. 

Port  Construction  Works  in  French  West  ' 
Africa. 

"Dipiche  Coloniale  ”  (Paris),  12th  Feb. 

Motor  Trade  in  Hong  Kong, 

" Nachrichten  fiir  Handel”  (Berlin),  ' 
18th  Feb. 

Use  of  Gas  Machines  in  Heating  Blast 
Pipes. 

"Stahl  und  Eisen”  (Dusseldorf),  | 
19th  Feb. 

Nail  Trade  in  Japan  in  1913. 

“  Bulletin  Commercial  ”  (Brussels), 
2l8t  Feb. 

Hardware  Industry  in  Germany. 

"  Bdr sen- Zeitung”  (Berlin),  20th  Feb. 
(X.  6,036.) 

Metals,  Mining  and  Minerals. 

Coal  Market  of  Upper  Silesia.  \ 

" Bdrsen-Zeitung”  {Berlin),  20th  Feb.  i 
(X.  6,014.)' 

Coal  Market  in  South  Germany. 

"Frankfurter  Zeitung f  25th  Feb.  ' 
(X.  6,014.) 

Iron  Industry  in  Upper  Silesia ;  Its 
Development  and  Importance. 

“  Stahl  und  Eisen  ”  ( DUsseldorf ),  19th 
Feb. 

Rolled  Iron  Market  in  Upper  Silesia. 

" Bor sem- Zeitung”  (Berlin),  19th  Feb. 
(X.  6,026.) 


Metals,  Mining  and  Minerals— conrinued. 
Petroleum  in  China, 

“  Borsen-Zeitung”  (Berlin),  21st  Feb. 
Pig  Iron  Market  in  Germany. 

"Frankfurter  Zeitung f  22nd  Feb. 
(X.  5,025.) 

Manganese  Ore  and  Ferro-Manganese  Ore 
Trade. 

"Stahl  und  Eisen"  (Dusseldorf),  19th 
Feb. 

Iron  Market  of  Upper  Silesia. 

“  Borsen-Zeitung  ”  (Berlin),  24th  Feb, 
(X.  5,029.) 

Potash  Syndicate  Operations  in  Germany. 
"  Uandels-Zeitung”  (New  York),  7th 
Feb. 

Coal  Syndicate  of  Rhenish  Westphalia  ; 
Operations. 

"Borsen-Zeitung”  (Berlin),  21st  Feb, 
(X.  5,011.) 

Use  of  Blast  Furnace  Slags. 

"Stahl  und  Eisen”  (DUsseldorf),  19th 
Feb. 

Coal  Production  in  Germany  in  January. 
"  Bdrsen-Zeitung”  (Berlin),  24th  Feb. 
(X.  6,014.) 

Tinplate  Market  (general). 

"Bdrsen-Zeitung”  (Berlin),  18th  Feb, 
(X.  6,047.) 

Graphite  Industry  in  Ceylon. 

"Ilandelsmuseum  ”  (Vienna),  12th  Feb. 

Rolled  Wire  Syndicate  in  Germany. 

"Frankfurter  Zeitung,”  20th  Feb. 
(X.  6,026.) 

Zinc  Market  in  Germany  in  1913. 

" Moniteur  Officiel”  (Paris),  19th  Feb. 

Railways,  Shipping  and  Transport. 

Trans-Pyreneean  Railway. 

"Journal  des  Transports”  (Paris), 
21st  Feb. 

Railways  in  La  Plata. 

"Handelsmuseum  ”  (Vienna),  12th  Feb. 
Harbour  Improvements  at  Havre. 

"Economists  Franqgis”  (Paris),  21st 
Feb. 

Railway  Earnings  in  Germany— January. 

"  Heichsanteiger”  (Berlin),  19th  Feb. 

Railways  on  the  Ivory  Coast. 

"Depeche  Coloniale”  (Paris),  22nd  Feb. 
Railways  in  the  French  Cameroons. 

"  Quinzaine  Coloniale”  (Paiis),  10th 
Jan. 

Shipping  on  the  Elbe  in  1913. 

Bdrsen-Zeitung  ”  (Berlin),  26th  Feb. 

Railway  Accounts  for  Italy,  1912-13. 

“  Journal  des  Transports  ”  (Paris), 
21st  Feb. 
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Foreim  and  Colonial  Publications. 


KEWSFAPEBS  ABD 

Textiles  and  Textile  Materials. 

Cotton  Trade  in  Burma  in  1912-13. 

“  NachrichUn  fiir  Handel  ”  (Berlin), 
12th  Feb. 

Wool  Industry  of  Smyrna. 

"  Posselt't  Textile  Journal"  (Phila¬ 
delphia),  Feb. 

Silk  Market  (general). 

“  Bursen-Zeitung  ”  (Berlin),  23rd  Feb. 
(X.  6,056.) 

History  of  Dyeing. 

PoMelt's  Textile  Journal  ”  (Phila¬ 
delphia),  Feb. 

Wool  Market :  International. 

“  Frankfurter  Zeitung”  25th  Feb. 
(X.  5,063.) 

Hemp  Crop  in  Italy  in  1913. 

•  Nachrichten  fiir  Handel"  (Berlin), 

12th  Feb. 

History  and  Cultivation  of  Pure  Silk. 

“  Textil  Zeitung  ”  (Berlin),  24th  Feb. 

Commercial,  Financial  and  Economic. 

Costa  Rica  :  Agricultural  and  Commercial 
Condition. 

Moniteur  Officiel"  (Paris),  19th  Feb. 
Morocco  (Spanish  Zone) :  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce  of  Melilla. 

'•'•Bulletin  Commercial"  (Brussels), 
21st  Feb. 

H  ungary  :  Finances  in  1913. 

" Handeltmuseum"  (Vienna),  12th  Feb. 

United  States ;  Prices  of  Commodities, 

•  Feb.  1914. 

“•  Bradstreets"  (New  York),  14th  Feb. 
French  Indo-China :  Commercial  Situation, 
&c. 

“  Quimaine  Coloniale  ”  (Paris),  25th 
Jan. 


PEEIODICALS — continued. 

Commercial,  Financial  and  Economic  — 

continued. 

Sweden:  Banking  Returns  in  1913. 

"Nachrichten  fur  Handel"  (Berlin), 
20th  Feb. 

Germany  :  Labour  Market  in  January. 

"  Reichtameiqer"  (Berlin),  24th  Feb. 
(X.  5,038  ) 

Philii)pine  Islands  :  Trade  and  Commerce. 
French  Consular  Report,  No.  1074. 

Austria-Hungary  :  Trade  and  Commerce 
m  1913. 

"  Handelsmuseum  ”  (Vienna),  12th  Feb. 

Germany  :  Receipts  from  Stamps  on  Share 
Certificates  and  Bills  of  Exchange 
during  January,  1914. 

Frankfurter  Zeitung"  22nd  Feb. 
(X.  5,007.) 

Italy  :  Capital  Flotations.  1st  half  of  1913. 
"  Handelsmuseum  ”  (Vienna),  19th  Feb. 

Canada  :  Economic  Situation. 

"  Bulletin  de  la  Chambre  de  Commerce 
de  Montreal,"  Feb. 

Miscellaneoas. 

The  Theisen  Process  for  Cleaning  Gas. 
"Iron  Age  ”  (New  York),  12th  Feb. 

Public  Works  in  Tangier. 

" Depeche  Coloniale"  (Paris),  20th  Feb. 

Pure  Drinking  Water  from  Exhaust 
Steam, 

"Iron  Age"  (New  York),  12th  Feb. 

Chemical  Utilisation  of  Pine  Waste. 

"Pulp  and  Paper  Magazine" 
(Montreal),  1st  Feb. 

Pisciculture  in  Canada. 

“  Canadian  Fisherman  "  (Montreal), 
Feb. 


OTHER  PUBLICATIONS  RECEIVED. 


Victoria — Statistical  Register,  1912.  Part 
VIII.  Vital  Statistics. 

South  Africa — 

Natal  Directory,  1914. 

Orange  Free  State  Directory,  1914. 

N  e  wfonndland — 

Customs  Returns  for  1912-13. 
Newfoundland  Board  of  Trade  Fifth 
Annual  Report. 


Sweden- 

State  Railway  Statistics,  1912  (in  Swedish). 
Rejwrt  on  Communal  Finances,  1911  (in 
Swedish). 

Siam — Directory,  1914. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


Cotton  Heturns. 

Return  of  the  Number  of  Bales  of  Cotton  Imported  and  Exported  at  the 
Various  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  week  and  !»  weeks  ended 


2<)th  Februarj",  1914  : — 


Week  ended 
2t>th  Feb., 
1914. 

9  Weeks 
ended 
26th  Feb., 
1914. 

Week  ended 
26th  Feb., 
1914. 

9  Weeks 
ended 
26)th  h'eb., 
1914. 

Impoets. 

Exports. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

American 

68,565 

900,155 

7,871 

47,687 

Brazilian . 

— 

75,966) 

237 

2,424 

East  Indian 

396 

25,431 

100 

10,820 

Egyptian 

11,571 

141,491 

6,126 

29,788 

Miscellaneous 

2,508* 

30,81  Of 

576 

2,619 

Total . 

... 

•  •• 

73,040 

1,173,8.53 

14,910 

93,338 

*  Including  405  bales  British  West  Indian,  37  bales  British  West  African,  and  406 
bales  foreign  East  African. 

t  Including  1,.">8.>  bales  British  AV'est  Indian,  119  bales  British  West  African,  2,128 
bales  British  East  African,  and  033  bales  foreign  East  African. 


Corn  Prices. 

Statement  showing  the  Average  Price  of  British  Corn,  per  quarter  of  8  bushels 
Imperial  Measure,*  as  received  from  the  Inspectors  of  Com  Returns  in  the 
week  ended  28th  February,  1914,  and  corresponding  weeks  of  the  seven  previous 
years  pursuant  to  the  Corn  Returns  Act,  1882. 


Average  Price. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Week  ended  28th  February,  1914 . 

«.  d. 

31  0 

t.  d. 

26  6 

t.  d, 

18  11 

Corresponding  Week  in— 

1907  . 

26  8 

23  11 

17  11 

1908  . 

30  5 

26  1 

17  8 

1909  .  • . 

34  10 

27  11 

18  2 

1910  . 

82  7 

24  6 

18  1 

1911  . 

30  0 

25  0 

17  5 

1912  . 

34  1 

32  0 

21  6 

1913  . 

31  0 

28  6 

20  4 

♦  Section  8  of  the  Corn  Returns  Act,  1882,  provides  that  where  returns  of  purchases' 
of  British  Com  are  made  to  the  local  Inspector  of  Corn  Returns  in  any  other  measure 
than  the  Imperial  bushel  or  by  weight  or  by  a  weighed  measure  that  officer  shall 
convert  such  returns  into  the  Imperial  bushel,  and  in  the  case  of  weight  or  weighed 
measure  the  conversion  is  to  be  made  at  the  rate  of  sixty  Imperial  pounds  for  every 
bushel  of  wheat,  fifty  Imperial  pounds  for  every  bushel  of  barley,  and  thirty-nine 
Imperial  pounds  for  every  bushel  of  oats. 
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Imports  of  Ag^cultural  Produce  into  the  United  Kingdom. 

Account  showing  the  Quantities  of  certain  kinds  of  Agricultural  Produce 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  week  ended  28th  February,  1914, 
together  with  the  quantities  imported  in  the  corresponding  week  of  the 
previous  year. 


W  eek  ended 
28th  Feb., 
1914. 

Corretpond- 
ing  Keek 
in  1913. 

Animals,  living : — 

Oxen,  bulls,  cows,  and  calves 

Number 

19 

222 

Sheep  and  lambs  ... 

99 

— 

_ 

Swine  .  ~. 

. 

99 

— 

Horses . 

99 

215 

51 

Fresh  meat : — 

Beef  (including  refrigerated  and  frozen)  ... 

Owts. 

165,270 

155,587 

Mutton  91  n  19 

••• 

99 

95,365 

94,944 

Pork  M  99 

•  •• 

99 

23,874 

lOfiSl 

Meat,  unenumerated,  fresh  (including  re¬ 
frigerated  and  frozen)  . . 

99 

22,491 

15,877 

Salted  or  preserved  meat : — 

Bacon . 

. 

Owts. 

96,037 

80,434 

Beef  ...  ...  ... 

. 

99 

786 

727 

^fams  M.  ...  ...  M. 

••• 

99 

18,044 

11,124 

Pork  .  ...  ... 

•••  ••• 

99 

6,796 

3,410 

Meat,  nnenumerated,  salted ... 

. 

99 

3,273 

1,397 

Meat,  preserved,  otherwise  than  by  salting 
(including  tinned  and  canned)  . 

99 

5,413 

7,864 

Dairy  produce  and  substitutes  : — 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ». 

. 

Owts. 

96,562 

75,321 

Margarine  . 

99 

29,307 

29,062 

Gheese . 

••• 

99 

39,571 

29,511 

Milk,  fresh,  in  cans  or  drums 

. 

99 

— 

255 

„  cream  ...  ...  ... 

•••  ••• 

99 

253 

183 

„  condensed  . 

99 

27,126 

23fi20 

„  preserved,  other  kindsi... 

—  — 

Grt.  ^undr. 

732 

82 

Bggs 

•  •• 

462,467 

337,541 

Poultry  ...  . . 

. 

Value  £ 

23,627 

35,918 

Oame  . 

. 

99 

7,186 

1,755 

Babbits,  dead  (fresh  and  frozen) 

••• 

Owts. 

3,190 

1,912 

Lard  . 

•••  ••• 

99 

22,748 

44,855 

Oom,  grain,  meal  and  flour  : — 

Wheat . 

•••  ••• 

Owts. 

1,475,300 

1,567,100 

Wheat-meal  and  flour . 

••• 

99 

125.400 

284,100 

Barley . 

•••  ••• 

99 

168.700 

112, SCO 

Oats  ...  ...  ...  ... 

. 

99 

430,300 

580,100 

Peas  . . 

•••  •*. 

99 

19,000 

48,657 

Beans  .  m. 

•••  ••• 

12,590 

20,440 

Maize  or  Indian  corn . 

•••  ••• 

167,700 

926,400 

Fruit,  raw : — 

Apples .  ». 

•••  ••• 

Owts. 

27,468 

85,489 

Apricots  and  peaches . 

. 

99 

606 

271 

Bananas...  ...  ... 

Me  ••• 

Bunches 

115,172 

130,693 

Oherries ...  . . 

•••  ••• 

Owts. 

— 

_ 

Onrrants  . 

•••  ••• 

— 

— 

Gooseberries  . 

••• 

— 

— 

Grapes . 

. 

99 

871 

1,338 

Lemons  ...  ...  ... 

•••  ••• 

99 

22,884 

16,412 

Oranges . 

. 

99 

199,592 

254,277 

Pears  ...  . . 

•••  ••• 

99 

2,165 

2.046 

Plums . 

•••  »«• 

925 

349 

Strawberries  . 

•••  ••• 

n 

— 

— 

Unenumerated . 

•  ••  ••• 

526 

2,023 

Hay  .  ... 

. 

Tous 

338 

2,240 

Straw  . 

—  ••• 

99 

30 

66 

Moss  Litter  . 

•••  ••• 

99 

1,536 

2,786 

Hope  . 

. 

Ow^. 

241 

2,526 

Locust  beans  . 

•••  ••• 

99 

438 

7,280 

Tegetables,  raw : — 

177,041 

Onions . 

•••  ••• 

Bushels. 

181,633 

Potatoes . 

•••  ••• 

Owts. 

25,619 

144,952 

Tomatoes  .  ... 

•••  ••• 

99 

28,465 

30,343 

Unenumerated . 

•••  ••• 

Value  £ 

14,187 

8,495 

Vegetables,  dried . 

•••  ••• 

Owts. 

17,227 

26,788 

„  preserved  by  canning 

. 

99 

14,317 

9,955 
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Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Commercial  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.)  is  intended  to 
be  a  centre  at  which  information  on  all  subjects  of  commercial  interest 
shall  be  collected  and  classified  in  a  form  convenient  for  reference,  and 
at  which,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  British  trade  permit,  replies  shall  be 
given  to  enquiries  by  traders  on  commercial  matters.  On  application 
being  made  to  it  either  personally  or  by  letter,  the  Branch  supplies, 
so  far  as  is  possible,  information  with  regard  to  the  following 
subjects,  viz.  :  Commercial  Statistics;  Matters  relating  to  Foreign 
and  Colonial  Tariffs  and  Customs  Regulations  ;  Lists  of  Firms 
Abroad  engaged  in  particular  lines  of  business  in  different  localities  ; 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Contracts  open  to  Tender  ;  Sources  of  Supply, 
Prices,  &c.,  of  Trade  Products  ;  Forms  of  Certificates  of  Origin  ; 
Regulations  concerning  Commercial  Travellers,  &c.,  &c. 

There  is  a  Sample  Room  at  the  offices  of  the  Branch,  where,  in 
addition  to  samples  illustrative  of  reports  of  H.M.  Consuls  or  of  the 
Correspondents  or  Special  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
specimens  of  special  interest  that  may  be  received  from  India,  the 
Colonies,  &c.,  are  exhibited  from  time  to  time. 

The  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ”  is  the  principal  medium  through 
which  intelligence  collected  by  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch, 
and  intended  for  general  information,  is  conveyed  to  the  public.  The 
“  Journal  ”  is  issued  weekly  at  the  price  of  3d.,  the  annual  rate, 
inclusive  of  postage  within  the  United  Kingdom,  being  15s.  2d. 
All  applications  respecting  subscription,  or  the  purchase  of  single 
copies,  should  be  addressed  in  London  to  Messrs.  Wyman  &  Sons,  Ltd., 
29,  Bream’s  Buildings,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.  ;  and  54,  St.  Mary  Street, 
Cardiff ;  in  Edinburgh  to  H.M.  Stationery  Office  (Scottish  Branch), 
23,  Forth  Street ;  in  Dublin  to  Messrs.  E.  Ponsonby,  Ltd.,  116, 
Grafton  Street ;  or  to  the  Agencies  in  the  British  Colonies  and 
Dependencies,  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Continent  of  Europe 
and  Abroad  of  T.  Fisher  Unwin,  London,  W.C. 

For  particulars  relating  to  the  supply  of  confidential  information  to 
firms  in  the  United  Kingdom,  see  notice  on  p.  580. 

All  communications  intended  for  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade  should  be  addressed  to  :  The  Director, 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch,  Board  of  Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


H.M.  TRADE  COMMISSIONERS  IN  THE  SELF-GOVERNING  DOMINIONS. 

Canada  and  Newfoundland...  H.M.  Trade  Commiasioner,  3,  Beaver  Hall  Square, 

Montreal.  Telegraphic  Address,  “  Britcom.” 

Commonwealth  of  Australia..  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner,  Equitable  Building,  Mel¬ 
bourne.  Telegraphic  Address,  “  Combrit  ”  ;  and  New 
Zealand  Insurance  Buildings,  81,  Pitt  Street,  Sydney. 

New  Zealand .  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner,  P.O.  Box  369,  Wellington. 

Telegraphic  Address,  “  Advantage.” 

South  Africa .  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner,  P.O.  Box  1346.  Cape  Town. 

Telegraphic  Address,  “  Austere.” 
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TRADE  ENQUIRY  OFFICES  IN  LONDON  OF  THE 
SELF-GOVERNING  DOMINIONS. 


Trade  Enquiry  Offices  are  maintained  in  London  at  the  following  addresses  by  the 
Governments  indicated,  riz.  : — 


Dominion  of  Canada  ... 

Commonwealth  of  Australia. 
New  South  Wales 

Victoria  . 

Queensland 
^uth  Australia  ... 
Western  Australia 

Tasmania . 

Dominion  of  New  Zealand  ., 
Union  of  South  Africa 


17,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.  (Branch  Office 
73,  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.) 

72,  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

12.3-5,  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 

Melbourne  Place,  Strand,  W.C. 

409,  West  Strand,  W.C. 

85,  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C. 

15,  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

56,  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

13,  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

Trades  Commissioner,  90,  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 


Trade  enquiries  in  regard  to  Rhodesia  may  be  made  at  the  office  of  the  British 
South  Africa  Co.,  2,  London  VV'all  Buildings,  E.C. 


NATIONAL  INSURANCE  ACT,  1911.  PART  II.— 

UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE. 

DeciBioRB  by  the  Umpire. 

Pursuant  to  paragraph  (5)  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
(Umpire)  Regulations,  the  Board  of  Trade  hereby  give  Notice  of  the 
following  decisions  by  the  Umpire  on  questions  whether  contributions 
are  payable : — 

A.  The  Umpire  has  decided  that  contributions  ARE  PAYABLE  in 
respect  of : — 

1 433.  Workmen  engaged  wholly  or  mainly  in  setting  up  machines 
for  screwing  or  other  work  in  connection  tvitb  the  manufacture  of 
metal  belt  fasteners. 

1434.  Workmen  employed  in  connection  with  construction  of 
w’orks,  and  engaged  in  rough  trimming  stone  on  the  site  of  the  works, 
after  it  has  been  removed  from  the  quarry. 

Note. — Where  no  reference  is  given  to  an  Application,  the  question 
has  been  decided  by  the  Umpire,  without  notice,  as  a  matter  not 
admitting  of  reasonable  doubt,  in  accordance  with  paragraph  (2)  of 
the  Unemployment  Insurance  (Umpire)  Regulations. 

Decisions  relating  to  individual  workmen  which  raise  no  question 
of  general  interest,  or  which  merely  apply  a  principle  laid  down  in  a 
previous  decision,  are  not  published. 
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